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Kuwait University

Abstract

This research aimed to identify the degree to which social values
representing the relational dimension of social capital are available from the
perspectives of student teachers at Kuwait University, and their relationship
to some variables. The researchers designed an instrument that consisted of
twenty items reflecting five social values representing the relational
dimension and administered it to 268 student teachers enrolled in the
academic year (2021/2022) using an electronic link. The results showed (1)
the availability of social values was moderate, with the value of respect
ranking first, followed by the value of trust, belonging, commitment, and
lastly, acceptance; (2) Males and females differed in estimating the degree
to which these social values are available, with males scoring higher; and (3)
A positive correlation emerged between both the academic GPA and the
degree of availability of social values, while no relationship was observed
between the economic status of the student's families and the degree to
which the social values are available. Findings were discussed considering
the social and cultural context of both Kuwait and Kuwait University.
Recommendations included: educate students on the ethics of dealing with
colleagues, promote the culture of volunteerism, and encourage faculty
members to implement collaborative learning.

Keywords: Social capital, relational dimension, student teachers,
social values
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