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THE EFFECT OF USING MIND MAPS IN IMPROVING ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT AND DEVELOPING THINKING SKILLS AMONG
THIRD-GRADE STUDENTS IN A HYBRID TEACHING ENVIRONMRNT
IN ONE OF AL AIN SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to examine the effects of mind-mapping strategy on
improving academic achievement and development of thinking skills of the third-
grade social studies students in a hybrid classroom setting. A quasi-experimental
approach was adopted in which a group of 52 male and female third grade elementary
students taught in a public school in Al Ain Education District were selected and
divided into two groups (i) control group learned the content in a conventional way,
and (i1) experimental group was taught using a mind-maps strategy. Pilot test and
questionnaire used in collecting the required data according to the teaching strategy
used. The study was conducted in the academic year 2020-2021, and data were
analyzed quantitatively by Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software.
The generated results revealed that the mind-mapping strategy did not affect the
academic achievement level of the control and experimental groups of third graders
according to the T-test results. However, there were small differences between the
mean scores of the control and experimental groups in favor of the experimental group.
Looking at the results of the achievement test by cognitive level, it was found that
there were statistically significant differences at the level of remembering between the
experimental and control groups, while the differences at the levels of comprehension
and application were not significant. The results showed that the mind mapping
strategy had a significant impact on the development of the third graders' thinking
skills, as their responses in the questionnaire reflected that the greatest impact was on
the skill of remembering, followed by the skills of comprehension and application, and
then the skill of analysis. Research recommendations include Use of mind-maps in
first grade social studies classes to improve student recall, and preparation of special
in-service courses for first grade teachers on the design and use of mind-maps in social

studies classes.
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