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Abstract

This thesis is concerned with finding the impact of applying dynamic written
corrective feedback (DWCF) on Arab intermediate EFL learners’ writing accuracy.
The current study focuses on the writing components of content, organization,
grammar, vocabulary and mechanics. The main objective of this thesis is to examine
how DWCF can affect intermediate EFL learners’ writing accuracy. The research
included 38 grade eight learners as participants of the study. Both quantitative and
qualitative research methods were used. The guantitative data was collected via the
use of pre-posttest research instruments while the survey research instrument gathered
the qualitative data. The study found that DWCF has a positive impact on these
intermediate EFL learners’ writing accuracy. The research results showed that the
significant difference in learners’ writing accuracy between control and experimental
groups was on four components (organization, grammar, vocabulary and mechanics).
Also, the participating students expressed positive perceptions and attitudes toward the
use of DWCF. The study demonstrated that DWCF helps teachers to scaffold students’
writing accuracy from early ages by providing students with frequent corrective

feedback that helps them to improve their writing skills.

Keywords: Corrective feedback, dynamic written corrective feedback, writing

components, students’ perceptions.
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Title and Abstract (in Arabic)
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Overview

Written corrective feedback (WCF) is a powerful pedagogical tool that helps
in scaffolding English as a foreign language (EFL) students’ writing by locating the
places of the errors that students have as they write in English. WCF improves some
aspects of writing accuracy for EFL learners, yet WCF does not require all learners to
positively respond to it. Interested learners can benefit from WCF and follow up on
their errors and try to avoid them because educators use WCF when they have writing
classes only. This issue might negatively affect the learner as he or she might lose the
interest to figure out the error and fix it. Moreover, educators agreed that WCF could
improve the writing accuracy, yet not all the educators are familiar with the practical

steps that they have to utilize to scaffold their learners’ writing.

In spite of that, correction in terms of identifying learner’s errors only (i.e.,
WCF) does not meet EFL learner’s needs. Rather dynamic written corrective feedback
(DWCF, to be defined further below) is one of the most useful feedback tools in
marking that requires students’ attention and understanding. Teachers utilize DWCF
by rating students’ writing compositions on a more frequent basis compared to WCF.
Also, DWCEF is an interesting pedagogical tool for learners as it helps them to improve
their writing accuracy by receiving instant and frequent feedback from the teacher,
which is almost daily. Besides, DWCF allows learners to be more responsible and
independent by depending on themselves and searching for their corrections through
the shared signs template rather than relying on the teacher to give them the answers.
DWCEF is a practical pedagogical tool as well for students to explore their weaknesses

and overcome them.



1.2 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to find the impact of using DWCF on intermediate
EFL learners' writing accuracy. This study will include the five writing components
(content, organization, grammar, vocabulary and mechanics) to identify which one
might have a significant difference after the application of DWCF. Also, the current
study will use a survey as a qualitative research instrument to find out the perceptions
of students utilizing DWCF. Moreover, this study seeks to discover the students’
feedback after they have dealt with DWCF to figure out the parts of DWCF that they
like, and the parts that students may have difficulties with. With the application of this
study on young EFL Arab students, students will be able to identify their errors and
avoid them in their other compositions. Besides, this study will help EFL students in

gaining more English knowledge as they correct their errors.

1.3 Significance of the Study and Research Questions

This study aims to find the best way to utilize DWCF in the classroom as a
result of receiving weak scores on IELTS exams. For example, UAE students received
the lowest score in writing among the IELTS participating countries with 4.48 (IELTS,
2018). Consequently, the researcher will conduct this study to find a new technique

that may improve students’ academic level in writing.

The majority of the research relevant to this study stresses the efficacy of WCF,
in general, while other research focuses on a specific type of corrective feedback.
However, most current research neglects the application of WCF in classrooms (see,
e.g., Bitchener & Knoch, 2010; Ellis, 2008; Farrokhi & Sattarpour, 2012; Ferris, 2006;

Sheen, 2007).
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Hartshorn and Evans (2015) published a study that matches the aim of the
current research, in which the researchers suggested a new pedagogical tool that can
improve students’ writing accuracy, which is dynamic written corrective feedback
(DWCF). Hartshorn and Evans (2015) elaborated on how to apply this new technique

in detail, and they involved teachers and students in this process as well.

Second/foreign language (L2) learners tend to make errors while writing their
compositions as a result of having L1 interference issues and inadequate understanding
of their L2 (Ferris, 2004). Students in the UAE, especially, face this problem when it
comes to learning English as a foreign language (EFL). Therefore, corrective feedback
(CF) is required for both teachers and EFL learners, primarily coded corrective
feedback, where the teacher uses the proofreaders’ marks while rating learners’ writing
compositions. Garner (2009) states that people tend to stutter in their writing. The
reason for writing-stutters is that teachers say "do not do this- do not do that" at
schools. Some teachers do not provide students with sufficient space to allow them to
think freely and explore. As a result, the student will not be able to write whatever he
or she wants because they do not have sufficient room for creativity and imagination

(Garner, 2009).

Much research has been conducted regarding applying coded corrective
feedback on students' errors in their writing (Ferris, 1997; Truscott, 1996). Ferris and
Roberts (2001) focused on the importance of the types of feedback that should be given
to ESL students- whether implicit or explicit feedback would best help students to

improve their form and content.
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DWCEF is a technique that is derived from coded corrective feedback. This
research is set to explore the impact of using DWCF on grade eight female EFL

students in the UAE.

Some researchers (e.g., Evans, Hartshorn and Strong-Krause, 2011; Kurzer,
2018; Bakri, 2018) utilized DWCF in different countries around the globe, and they
found that it has a positive impact. Despite the importance of DWCF in writing
accuracy, Bakri (2018) is the only researcher who has applied DWCF in the Middle
East within in an EFL context, while other researchers have applied DWCF in ESL
contexts. Also, none of the studies included learners who are younger than 19 years
old. The current research seeks to apply DWCF on intermediate EFL learners within
the Gulf Region to enrich the research in the Middle East regarding the use of DWCF.
Moreover, this study will initiate the application of DWCF in schools to help learners
from an early age to write accurately, rather than wait until university or college to

learn how to write correctly.

1.4 Research Questions

The study is set to answer the following questions:

1. What is the impact of using dynamic written corrective feedback on intermediate

EFL students' writing accuracy?

2. What are the students' perceptions and attitudes towards using dynamic written

corrective feedback?



1.5 Summary of Subsequent Chapters

Chapter two will cover the literature review regarding DWCF. Also, chapter
two will review the types of corrective feedback, coded corrective feedback, and
dynamic written corrective feedback. It will conclude with the research questions. The
methodology in chapter three starts by describing the education system in the UAE in
order to contextualize the data collection, the design of the study, and the methods
followed. Chapter three will describe the participants of the present study, including
both teachers and students; research instruments that will be implemented in this study;
and the experiment and the procedure of applying DWCEF. After that, chapter four will
present the results and findings of applying DWCF. The post-test results of both groups
will be presented first, then the presentation of students’ perceptions of DWCF will
follow in the chapter. Finally, chapter five will cover the discussion regarding the
findings, the implications of the study, the limitations, recommendations and

conclusion of the entire research.



Chapter 2: Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback:
Literature Review

2.1 Introduction

This chapter will provide an overview of the current literature related to
dynamic written corrective feedback (DWCF). The first section will introduce the
theoretical rationale, by mentioning the corrective feedback, and its types, which are
oral corrective feedback and written corrective feedback. After that, this chapter will
address written corrective feedback (WCF) regarding the contrast of the use of direct
WCF versus indirect WCF, shed light on the debate on WCF, and mention focused
WCF versus unfocused WCF. Next, the second section of the chapter will present
DWCF and it will state the difference between WCF and DWCEF. Also, the second
section will highlight the significance of DWCF and review the major theories related
to it. The second section will review recent studies regarding DWCF. The thesis will
review global studies first, then those conducted in the region. Finally, the third section

will identify the research gap and state the research questions.

2.2 Corrective Feedback

Corrective feedback (CF) is a pedagogical term that has been used in second
language acquisition (SLA). Sheen (2007) defines CF as the information that L2
learners receive from their teachers or peers regarding the grammatical errors that they
produce. Also, Sheen and Ellis (2011) note that CF occurs in classrooms, where
educators and learners provide it to other learners, or naturally outside classrooms,
where native and non-native educators provide it. From the definitions above, CF is
not limited to schools only. Learners could receive peer feedback outside of the

classroom as well.
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Providing CF in classrooms facilitates the learning process, as learners can
identify their errors and recognize them easily. CF enhances the learning process, as it
increases students' learning and improves their performance. It guides them to identify
their errors and overcome them in order to accomplish the target of the lesson.
Feedback delivers a positive message to learners in that it explains to them how much
their educator cares about their learning. When the teacher provides learners with
feedback, they notice that their teacher is aware of their errors, and he or she wants to
make sure that learning is taking place (Russell & Spada, 2006). CF has two major
types that correct the learners’ errors and facilitate the writing process in a way to

achieve accuracy in writing.

2.2.1 Types of Corrective Feedback

CF has two major types, oral CF and written corrective feedback (WCF). Both
types have a positive impact on learners as they help in scaffolding their learning
process by implementing the new information step by step to master a skill. Sheen
(2010) states that oral CF occurs when the educator explicitly corrects a learner’s error
by providing instant correction, or the educator implicitly corrects a learner’s error by
repeating it or asking for clarification. Whereas, Sheen (2010) stated that WCF only
occurs when the educator explicitly addresses the learner’s error directly and specifies
it by stating the reasons for this error. In all, oral CF can provide explicit and implicit

feedback while WCF can only provide explicit feedback.

Sheen (2010) describes the process of WCF as that the educator locates the
errors by underlining, highlighting, circling, or coding them by using symbols that
refer to the error type in order to make errors clearer to the learners to identify them.

In addition, WCF mainly focuses on the writing skill by locating errors made by L2
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learners in their writing. WCF has direct WCF and indirect WCF; the former occurs
when the educator indicates the errors directly and provides direct correction, and the
latter occurs when the educator indicates the errors without providing an explicit
correction. The educator adds codes to the errors, so that the learner searches for the
correct answer independently. Scholars applied both direct WCF and indirect WCF in

their research (DeKeyser R., 2007).

2.2.2 Written Corrective Feedback

WCF has been hotly debated among scholars to figure out the effectiveness of
applying direct or indirect WCF on L2 learners' writing. This is because researchers
have not yet reached a definite conclusion regarding the efficacy of direct vs. indirect
WCEF. Because of the debate which was initiated by Truscott (1996), which will be
cited later in this section, scholars began examining the effectiveness of focused and

unfocused WCF on L2 learners' writing.

2.2.2.1 Direct Versus Indirect Written Corrective Feedback

The effects of direct and indirect WCF remains unclear, based on the
contradictory research results in the field. Several research studies claimed that direct
WCF serves specific contexts (e.g., Chandler, 2003; Bitchener & Knock, 2010;
Farrokhi & Sattarpour, 2012; Van Beuningen, DeJong, & Kuikin, 2012), while other
research studies found that indirect WCF, whether coded (e.g., Ferris, 2006; Erel &
Bulut, 2007; Ahmadi-Azad, 2014), or uncoded (e.g., Lu, 2010) is more effective.
Indeed, some studies found that the effects of both direct and indirect WCF are equal
since their research results were equivalent to each other (Semke, 1984; Robb, Ross,
& Shortreed, 1986; Ferris & Roberts, 2001; Bitchener & Knock, 2009a). Still, most of

these studies found the benefits of focused WCF over the control groups which did not
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receive any feedback (Hartshorn & Evans, 2015). According to these studies, research
cannot reach a consensus decision regarding which type is the best among indirect and
direct WCF. Because of the disagreement, a debate was initiated by Truscott (1996)

arguing about WCF, as will be shown below.

2.2.2.2 The Debate on Written Corrective Feedback

Truscott (1996) raised a debate in his article tackling the effectiveness of WCF.
He argued that WCF harms learners during their language acquisition process. The
article mentioned that there is no significant research showing that error correction
benefits learners in acquiring new language skills. Also, Truscott mentioned that even
if L2 learners improved their accuracy, there is no solid evidence which can convey
that it is related to error correction. He claimed that the improvement might be due to
additional writing practice. In addition, as Truscott observed when L2 learners draft
their writing compositions, the improvement in their drafts by itself is not convincing
evidence of learning. In other words, Truscott believes that educators need to examine
L2 learners via exposing the learners to new pieces of writing rather than testing them
on the same piece of writing. Also, the article indicated that Truscott related error
correction to a simple transfer of information and stated that there is an absence of
personalized instruction of L2 learners to acquire the second language. Ferris (1999),
however, argues that WCF is critical as it improves the accuracy of L2 learners’

writing.

After the debate about direct and indirect WCF, several scholars focused on
creating an accountability shift regarding WCF, which focuses more on the use of
research methods and WCF practices. Ferris (2004) was foremost among scholars who

called for more research about WCF to explore ways to develop it in order to make it
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more beneficial for L2 learners. She argued that “we are virtually at Square One, as
the existing research base is incomplete and inconsistent, and it would certainly be
premature to formulate any conclusions about this topic”. Similarly, Guenette (2007)
claimed that most researchers’ arguments about WCF’s effectiveness or
ineffectiveness are hard to prove. In addition, he argued that some recent studies were
inconsistent due to their inaccurate methodology. Also, Bruton (2009) commented on
Truscott’s stance that CF is mainly a waste of time because Truscott did not provide
clear explanation on how L2 learners can improve their writing if the feedback was
excluded. Another way of developing WCEF is derived from the various errors that L2
learners produce in their writing. A critical issue faces educators as they correct the
errors is whether to focus on specific errors or to correct all the errors without stressing

anyone error type (Hartshorn & Evans, 2015).

2.2.2.3 Focused Versus Unfocused Written Corrective Feedback

After dealing with direct and indirect WCF, scholars discussed the benefits of
focused WCF versus unfocused WCF. Scholars first used the unfocused WCF, which
is also known as comprehensive feedback. The teacher corrects all the errors that occur
in L2 students' writing compositions. Scholars found it time-consuming for teachers,
as they were trying to correct each error for all their L2 students, and this process did
not have a deep impact on students’ learning process. In unfocused WCF, teachers do
not focus on specific errors done by their students because they covered all the errors
without focusing on common ones. On the contrary, when scholars shifted to focused
WCF, where they stressed the common errors that L2 students have, they found it
manageable. Also, this has had a better impact on students’ learning process, as

teachers focus on specific and commonly occurring errors and correct them. Therefore,
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some scholars prefer focused WCF over the unfocused one, as unfocused WCF may
be ineffective, in that teachers correct all the errors without focusing on the vital errors
that L2 learners make (e.g., Bitchener, Young, & Cameron, 2005; Ferris, 2006; Sheen,
2007; Bitchener, 2008; Ellis, Sheen, Murakami, & Takashima, 2008; Bitchener &

Knoch, 2009; Sheen, Wright, & Moldawa, 2009).

However, some scholars prefer unfocused WCF. They claim that students need
it to gain more knowledge about the L2 (e.g., Bruton, 2009; Storch, 2010; Van
Beuningen, 2010). For example, Van Beuningen (2010) states that unfocused WCF is
more authentic than focused WCF. Ellis et al. (2008) add that WCF is essential, as it
addresses various errors. Accordingly, scholars developed a new approach to WCF
that is focused and indirect at the same time. This new approach of WCF is called
dynamic written corrective feedback (DWCF). DWCF enables teachers to focus
during their correction process on the common errors made by L2 learners when they
write. Also, DWCF is called dynamic as teachers provide students with instant
feedback on the errors by embedding these errors in their lessons and practicing them

more with L2 learners (Hartshorn & Evans, 2015).

The following section will discuss DWCF in detail, stating the differences
between WCF and DWCF, and mentioning the significance of DWCF. Finally, the

section will highlight the theories related to DWCF.

2.3 Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

Usually, L2 learners struggle until they master their writing to achieve an error-
free writing composition. Therefore, scholars found DWCF to solve the obstacles that

L2 learners face as they compose their writing. This section will state the definitions
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advanced by scholars on DWCF, and it will highlight the differences between WCF
and DWCF. Later, the section will draw light towards the significance of DWCF with

mentioning the theories related to DWCF as well.

Evans, Hartshorn and Strong-Krause (2011) defined DWCF as follows:

It includes (a) feedback that reflects what the individual learner needs most, as
demonstrated by what the learner produces, and (b) a principled approach to
pedagogy that ensures that writing tasks and feedback are meaningful, timely,

consistent, and manageable for both student and teacher.

Evans and Hartshorn (2011) describe DWCF as follows:

Dynamic WCF is based on the concept that feedback must focus on the most
immediate needs of the learner as demonstrated by the specific errors the
learner produces. Furthermore, in order to be most effective, this interactive
strategy must adhere to four principles to ensure that the feedback is

meaningful, timely, consistent, and manageable.

Hartshorn and Evans (2015) state that "Dynamic WCF was designed
specifically as an instructional strategy to improve the linguistic accuracy of L2
writing".

2.3.1 Differences between Written Corrective Feedback and Dynamic Written
Corrective Feedback

DWCEF helps in improving EFL writing accuracy by overcoming two problems
that WCF faces. First, applying WCF in EFL writing context is overwhelming for both
teacher and learner. When the teacher provides quality feedback to each learner, it is

time-consuming, as the teacher needs to give quality feedback to all his or her classes
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within a particular time to make sure that learning is taking place. Also, the number of
tasks of processing and correcting feedback can be overwhelming for L2 learners.
However, DWCF solves this problem by having L2 learners write short paragraphs
within 10 minutes, after which the teacher provides feedback on the learners'
paragraphs. The L2 learner focuses and corrects the same paragraph until it becomes
error-free. Second, in WCF the learning cycle is rarely completed as instructions and
feedback mostly fail to address what L2 learners actually produce. Even when learners
attend a traditional grammar class with the use of WCF, many learners continue to
make the same errors in their writing tasks. Whereas in DWCF, the learning cycle is
dynamic; the teacher provides consistent feedback on L2 learners' writing every day
until their paragraph becomes error-free. The feedback is related to what the L2 learner

actually produces (Evans et al., 2011).

2.3.2 The Significance of Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

The significance of DWCF is that it focuses on four major aspects of feedback,
which are: meaningful, timely, consistent, and manageable. In order to make the
feedback meaningful in DWCF, the educator provides indirect feedback in the form of
coded symbols that identify the error type and its occurrence in the L2 learner's
paragraph. The L2 learner corrects the errors and returns the paragraph to the educator
to recheck it. The procedure proceeds until the paragraph is error-free. L2 learners
need to be familiar with the coded symbols of the feedback and know how to interpret
them correctly. In all, the educator gives student writing a holistic score that measures
both linguistic accuracy and the overall quality of the writing. Moreover, feedback in
DWCEF is timely; L2 learners can refer to their errors immediately as they receive their

paragraph marked with coded symbols by the educator. L2 learners can correct their
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errors within a short time. Also, DWCF is consistent as L2 learners produce new pieces
of writing, and the educator provides them with feedback every class period.
Furthermore, feedback in DWCF is manageable because educators have the time to
accomplish marking L2 learners' paragraph. Educators provide feedback on short
paragraphs written by L2 learners and provide feedback on the same paragraph until
the paragraph becomes error-free. In this way, educators can manage the feedback as
they are not correcting different paragraphs every day. Also, feedback in DWCF is
manageable to L2 learners as they have time to do their tasks properly. Since L2
learners know the coded symbols and can interpret them correctly, they will not waste

time on comprehending the meaning of the coded symbols (Evans et al., 2011).

2.3.3 Theories Related to Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

As learners grasp knowledge from their surroundings, they absorb the
information and internalize it to be able to use the information when needed.
According to Vygotsky (1978), learners tend to interact with educators and scaffold
their zone of proximal development (ZPD). Educators can help learners in their
productive writing by facilitating grammar and other linguistic aspects of learning.
Since Vygotsky (1978) focused on children about their ZPD, it is reasonable to reflect
the ZPD among all learners including L2 learners, because all kinds of learners share
the same goal, which is learning and filling their ZPDs with knowledge. Indeed, L2
researchers reflected the ZPD on L2 learners because L2 learners also need educators
or their peers to scaffold their ZPD (Lantolf & Apple, 1994). Through the interaction
between the educator and L2 learner, the educator may provide L2 learners with
feedback that helps them to comprehend the information and use it correctly,

especially in writing.
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Support for DWCF might be also obtained from DeKeyser’s (2007) skill
acquisition theory which states that learners need first to obtain declarative knowledge
about the language which reflects what learners actually know about the language
(e.g., vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics). Second, learners need to have the
procedural knowledge which reflects what learners actually write in their paragraph.
According to DeKeyser (2007), learners need to be exposed to extensive practice to
develop their procedural knowledge, which can result in achieving automaticity in
writing. L2 Learners can reach automatization when they produce a piece of writing
which is error-free from the first attempt at writing. One of the obstacles L2 learners
may face is that they often struggle to transfer their procedural knowledge successfully
into new contexts. In order for learners to produce accurate writing and reach
automatization, their practice needs to be authentic. Also, learners need to receive
WCF based on their pieces of writing which they produce, in order to benefit more and
develop their writing skills (Kurzer, 2018). DWCF shares the same aim of skill
acquisition theory in which both need learners to reach automatization, yet DWCF
focuses on learner's actual production, rather than focusing on how to transfer the
procedural knowledge to another context. DWCF provides feedback which is intended

to be meaningful, manageable, timely, and consistent.

L2 learners scaffold their linguistic accuracy in their writing as they apply
DWCF because it allows them to receive instant feedback from their educators on their
errors and overcoming them. According to skill acquisition theory, L2 learners cannot
produce their unique writing compositions freely without attention to linguistic
accuracy. Consequently, DWCF focuses on linguistic accuracy while L2 learners write
by providing positive feedback and frequent practice, so learners will reach

automatization while they write. L2 learners will be able to compose their writing
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freely without any linguistic obstacles, or they will have only some remaining minor

errors (Hartshorn & Evans, 2015).

2.3.4 Summary

This section mentioned definitions of DWCF, and it stated the major
differences between WCF and DWCF. Then, the section shed light on the significance
of DWCF and highlighted its importance. Also, the section addressed the framework
of DWCF and brought into light the two major theories related to it: Vygotsky’s (1978)
scaffolding argument and students’ ZPD and DeKeyser’s (2007) skill acquisition
theory. The following section will review studies on DWCF in global context. Then,
it will review the related studies within the region. Lastly, a research gap will be

identified and the research questions for this study will be formulated.

2.4 Studies on Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

Most of the studies that tested the efficacy of DWCF received positive results
regarding linguistic accuracy but did not positively affect rhetorical competence,
writing complexity, or writing fluency. This section will review global and regional

studies that tackled DWCF.

2.4.1 Global Studies on Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

Overall, global studies show that DWCF is a new and effective pedagogy
technique that positively affects accuracy. The initial short-term studies of DWCF

were applied with university L2 learners.

Evans et al. (2011) conducted the first study on DWCF, and they applied
pretest-posttest research at Brigham Young University's English Language Center

(ELC) in the USA. 47 participants were divided into two groups. The participants
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varied between advanced-low to advanced-mid ESL learners who joined an education
intensive English program (IEP). The participants were 28 students in the experimental
group ranging from ages 18 to 45 years, while 19 students in the control group ranged
from ages 18 to 33 years. The duration of the study lasted for a 15-week course that
implemented DWCF with the participants. The study examined writing accuracy that
focused on delivering an error-free paragraph, rhetorical competence that focused on
the organization and the flow of ideas in student's writing, writing fluency that focused
on the number of the words that student wrote, and writing complexity which refers to

the average number of words used in the unit.

The study results showed a significant improvement in the linguistic accuracy
of the participants' writing. Moreover, the study found statistically significant
improvements in determiner accuracy (a, an, the), grammatical accuracy, and lexical
accuracy. However, the researchers did not find any statistically significant differences
between the control and the experimental groups regarding rhetorical competence,
writing fluency, and writing complexity. In addition, the analysis of the findings
showed no significant differences between the control and experimental groups
regarding the use of count and non-count nouns, singular and plural, and verb

construction (e.g., subject-verb agreement and verb tense) (Hartshorn et al., 2010).

Evans et al. (2011) conducted another pretest-posttest research, and the
researchers also used university L2 learners in their study, as they examined
university-matriculated EFL students who were admitted to undergraduate studies at a
university in the USA. The study included 14 students in the control group with a mean
age of 21 years, and the experimental group included 16 students with a mean age of

24 years. Learners in the control group received a traditional university process writing
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course, whereas the learners in the experimental group took a course which
emphasized DWCF. All learners from both groups passed their university diagnostic
test. The study lasted for 13 weeks where the control group received traditional
feedback on the linguistic accuracy of what they produced in their writing. The
experimental group received DWCF on their 10-minute paragraphs which they
practiced from 3-4 times per week. Then, they each wrote paragraph until it became
error-free. Although the proficiency level of those students was higher than the level
of the students in the previous study, IEP study, the results were similar. The
experimental group benefited from the application of DWCF which had a massive
effect on improving their writing accuracy, yet the research results noted no significant
differences between the experimental and the control groups regarding fluency and

complexity (Evans et al., 2011).

Another university research study was conducted by Akiyama and Fleshler
(2013) who examined the effects of DWCF in Japanese first-year students whose
English language was their L2. Similar to the previous studies, the study found that
there was a statistically significant increase in grammatical accuracy from the
experimental group as the study examined the students' in particles and construction
of predicates. However, the control group showed a slight increase in grammatical
accuracy. When the researchers asked the students to evaluate DWCF, the
experimental group described it using words such as “helpful, efficient, systematic and
objective”. Although the comments were positive, the error codes presented a common
challenge for all the students as they did not know how to use the codes. Accordingly,

this might be the reason behind their lower proficiency (Akiyama & Fleshler, 2013).
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Hartshorn and Evans (2015) tried to extend the length of their study in order to

make it more reliable than the previous studies mentioned above. They conducted
pretest-posttest research and investigated the longitudinal impact of DWCF on IEP
university students' linguistic accuracy in the USA, over a 30-week period. The study
compared the writing of the experimental group (15 participants) with the control
group (12 participants). All participants shared the same intermediate proficiency
level, which is equivalent to score 4 on the International English Language Testing
System (IELTS). Also, the learners' age range in both groups was similar; the mean
age of learners in the experimental group was 25 years and ten months, and the mean
age of the learners in the control group was 24 years and seven months. The
experimental group had a traditional writing class plus a DWCF class, whereas the
control group had a traditional writing class plus a traditional grammar class. Both
groups participated in four IEP courses in four days per week. The study found that
there was no statistically significant difference between the experimental and the
control groups regarding rhetorical competence, fluency, or complexity. However, the
experimental group had a statistically significant increase in linguistic accuracy

compared to the control group (Hartshorn & Evans, 2015).

Recent research was conducted by Kendon Kurzer (2018) who examined
university L2 learners at the University of California in the USA and used quasi-
experimental design. Unlike the other studies reviewed so far, the study included a
large number of participants in which all the TESOL section classes at the university
participated in the research, with 277 L2 learners. This study contrasted the control
groups who received traditional grammar instruction and feedback limited to grammar
exercises, with the experimental groups who used DWCF in their developmental

writing classes. The researcher included beginning, intermediate, and advanced L2
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learners and divided each of the previous levels into control and experimental groups.
The researcher examined beginning L2 learners in the first term, intermediate in the
second term, and the advanced in the third term. According to the results, the
experimental groups who experienced DWCF in their developmental writing classes
became better at self-editing than the control groups who received traditional grammar
instructions with feedback related to their grammar exercises. Furthermore, L2
learners of all levels of experimental groups who experienced DWCF continued to
produce more accurate writing compositions than the control groups at the end of the

study (Kurzer, 2018).

2.4.2 Studies in the Region on Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

When it comes to the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, research
on DWCEF is still new. The only study that the researcher is aware of is the one
conducted by Bakri (2018) in Saudi Arabia. Bakri used a pretest-posttest design to
examine the effects of applying DWCF on linguistic accuracy over a 4-week period.
His study was conducted at the Institute of Public Administration's English Language
Center in Saudi Arabia, on 38 L2 Saudi high school graduates, ranging in age from 19-
21 years. The participants were 19 Saudi, male, L2 learners in the control group and
19 Saudi, male, L2 learners in the experimental group. The 38 intermediate level
participants joined the intensive English program and had the same teacher who taught
them traditional writing instruction. The researcher followed the same procedure with
the control and experimental groups over the first three weeks of the study, in which
he provided both groups with traditional writing instructions only. However, in the last
week of the study, week 4, the researcher applied DWCF on the experimental group,

whereby the teacher asked L2 learners to write a short paragraph in the beginning of
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the class for ten minutes about a specific topic. The teacher completed the procedure
of DWCF during the fourth week by correcting the learners’ errors and providing
feedback in the next day until the paragraphs were error-free. The researcher found a
significant difference between the experimental and the control groups after applying
the posttest in favor of the experimental group. The findings showed that the
experimental group increased their linguistic accuracy as they received DWCF (Bakri,

2018).

Apart from Bakri (2018), unfortunately, research on DWCF in the MENA

region including UAE is still non-existent to date.

2.4.3 Summary and Evaluation of Previous Studies on Dynamic Written
Corrective Feedback

Overall, previous studies found that DWCF a useful pedagogical tool that
needs to be examined more carefully in new contexts. Some researchers (e.g., Evans
et al., 2011; Akiyama & Flesher, 2013; Kurzer, 2018) conducted their studies at
universities that systematically implemented DWCF. There is a consensus among all
studies that DWCF positively affects linguistic accuracy. All studies showed

statistically significant improvement in the linguistic accuracy in their experimental

group.

As illustrated above, Evans et al. (2011) initiated the application of DWCF in
their study on writing accuracy, rhetorical competence, writing fluency, and writing
complexity. DWCF had a significant impact on L2 learners’ linguistic accuracy, yet
Evans et al. (2011) found that no statistically significant differences regarding
rhetorical competence, writing fluency, and writing complexity. This encouraged other

researchers (e.g., Kurzer, 2018; Bakri, 2018) to focus only on linguistic accuracy in
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certain types of grammar lessons as the researchers did not address holistic grammar
issues when they marked L2 learners' compositions. Also, most of the studies reviewed
were conducted in second language (SL) contexts, apart from Bakri (2018) who
addressed a foreign language (FL) context as his participants were Saudi high school
graduates. Shehadeh (2012) explains the difference between an SL context and an FL

context as follows:

An FL context describes a setting in which the teaching of a language other
than the native language usually occurs in the student's own country and as school
subject only. An SL context, on the other hand, describes a setting in which a target

language other than the learner's native language is the medium of instruction (p. 4).

This study will examine the application of DWCF on EFL intermediate

learners to extend the research about DWCF from an ESL context to an EFL context.

Shehadeh (2015) states that “One of the main objectives of doing a literature
review is to create a niche — i.e., a place or slot — for our research to justify our study
and provide a rationale for it”. Thus, in spite of the multiple achievements on DWCF
by previous studies, we still need to know the effect of applying DWCF on L2
intermediate students’ writing in the UAE’s EFL educational setting. None of the
previous studies has examined intermediate learners whose age ranges from 11 to 12

years. The present study seeks to fill in this important gap in the literature on DWCF.

Filling in this gap has multiple theoretical and pedagogical rationales as well.
From a theoretical perspective, we would want to know the effect of DWCF on
younger EFL learners whose ages are below 17 years, as no research about DWCF to

date included elementary or intermediate students as participants. Also, there is a lack
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in research regarding DWCF in the Middle East and the Gulf region. Bakri (2018) was
the only researcher who applied DWCF in the Gulf region. No research was conducted
to date in the UAE about DWCF. Moreover, this research will extend research from
SL to FL contexts as most of the studies regarding DWCF were conducted in SL
contexts. Also, studies regarding DWCF focused on language accuracy (e.g., Evans et
al., 2011; Hartshorn et al., 2015; Kurzer, 2018), but the current study will examine L2
learners’ writing more holistically because the rating scale for this study will include

content and organization.

This study will therefore focus on middle school L2 learners in the UAE, and
will examine the following areas: content, organization, grammar, vocabulary, and
mechanics. The study will apply one of the most widely used rating scales for EFL
compositions developed by Jacobs et al. (1981) and refined in Hedgcock and

Lefkowitz (1992) (See Appendix A).

Pedagogically, L2 learners, educators, and schools are expected to benefit from
the application of DWCF in the UAE context. Specifically, the writing tasks will be
meaningful for L2 learners, for they will be able to identify their errors and know how
to overcome them via the coded symbols that the educator will provide them with.
Also, the tasks will be manageable for L2 learners. They will be able to manage their
time to correct their errors within a short time because they know where the error is
and how to correct it. Moreover, when teachers use DWCF, they will not be
overwhelmed with correcting the writing tasks of L2 learners as the tasks will not be
time-consuming for the educators because they focus on the paragraph until it becomes
error-free. Also, teachers will be able to focus on individual needs writing with the

application of DWCF because they provide feedback for each L2 learner according to
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his or her writing performance. Schools will benefit from the application of DWCF

because it helps in raising L2 learners' quality of writing.

2.4.4 Research Questions

Based on the purpose of the study and the various considerations above, this

study aims to answer the following research questions:

1. What is the effect of dynamic written corrective feedback on the quality of foreign

language intermediate school students’ writing?

2. What are the students' attitudes toward the dynamic written corrective feedback in

learning an L2?
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Chapter 3: Methodology

3.1 Introduction

The methodology chapter will provide an overview of the design that was
applied in the present study. It will provide a detailed description of the way that the
study was conducted. This chapter will first present information about the education
system of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), including public and private schools. Also,
the chapter will mention some of the characteristics of international schools in Abu
Dhabi, in terms of the types of English language curricula, highlighting the common
core standards used in the international schools in Abu Dhabi. After that, the chapter
will highlight the curriculum used in Liwa International School in Alain, where the
study was conducted. Next, the chapter will mention the students and the teachers who
participated in the study. Moreover, the chapter will state the data collection and
method of analysis, including students’ writing, students’ survey, and the pretest.
Finally, the chapter will provide the experiment and procedure that this study used to

collect the research data.

3.2 Education System in the United Arab Emirates

The education system of the UAE was established in 1952 by the ruler of the
country, his highness late Sheik Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan. Prior to 1952, few
schools existed there. The education system in the UAE started the building program
in the 1960s and 1970s in which schools were built in large spaces to ensure that all
children could be enrolled in schools. Recently, education became widespread in the
country in primary and secondary levels such that in 2013-2014 around 910,000

students joined public and private schools (Government, 2011).
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Public schools in the UAE are government-funded, and the curriculum is
created to match the UAE’s development goals and values. The formal language in
public schools is Arabic, and English is the second language in the UAE. Students in
public schools receive free education where they do not need to pay tuition; only UAE

local citizens can enroll in public schools without tuition fees (Government, 2011).

Private schools are not government-funded, and private schools need to have a
curriculum that matches the UAE’s development goals and values. Private schools can
adapt their own curriculum, the British curriculum or one of the American curricula.
Many private schools are internationally accredited. All citizens of the UAE can enroll
in any private school, yet students need to pay tuition fees in order to be able to enroll

in these schools.

3.3 International Schools in Abu Dhabi

In Abu Dhabi, the Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK), formerly
known as Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC), licenses private schools. ADEK
ensures that private schools in Abu Dhabi Emirate and the cities of the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi related to it maintain their quality private school system in order to achieve the
Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. Abu Dhabi Economic vision 2030 is a long-term
plan for transforming the economy in the UAE by reducing the reliance on oil and
focusing on knowledge-based industries in the future (Government, 2018b). In
September 2008, private schools were required to register with ADEK in order to be
inspected annually (Government, 2018a). Liwa International School is a private

international school located in Abu Dhabi.
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3.3.1 Liwa International School

Liwa International School (LIS) was established in 1992, and over 3300
students have graduated from the school. LIS serves students from KG to grade 12.
LIS has mixed-gender classes from kindergarten up to grade five, in the junior
building. From grade 6-12, classes are gender-separated. Classes for grades 6-12 are
housed in the Main Building. The two buildings are located next to each other in one
school. The Main Building of the school has two sections for boys and two sections
for girls. Recently, LIS has approximately 2600 students as a new branch was
established in 2015 which is Liwa International School for Girls. The new school’s
branch enrolls only girls as some Emirati families do not prefer their girls to study in
mixed-gender schools, according to their tradition and customs of the country (School,

2016b).

3.3.2 Liwa International School Curriculum

The curriculum used in LIS is aligned with the California Common Core State
Standards, along with the Ministry of Education (MOE) regulations and expectations
which are set by ADEK. School staff have designed a curriculum for their grades that
includes many cross-curricular links, such as: excellence, enjoyment, innovation, and
critical thinking. The subjects that the school provides are the following: Maths,
Science, English, Social Studies, IT, Art, French, PE, Arabic, Islamic Studies and
Arabic Civics, which follow MOE guidelines (School, 2016a). Moreover, English is
the language of instruction for English, Maths, Science, Social Studies, IT, and Art.

The rest of the subjects, including Arabic and Islamic Studies, are taught in Arabic.
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3.3.2.1 Grade Eight Curriculum

The writing curriculum in grade eight, the focus of this study, focuses on
certain types of narrative writing, which are: reflective writing, personal narrative,
persuasive paragraph, descriptive narrative, persuasive essay, and cause and effect.
Grade eight students are assigned to study descriptive narrative and persuasive
narrative in term 2, where the present study takes place, in which they write about
different situations in daily life. The students in term 2 write essays in thirteen to fifteen
lines about factual incidents that occur in their lives. The writing curriculum of grade
eight is designed in a way that students practice writing each type of narrative for four
weeks. Students take a writing class once a week, then they have a writing assessment
about the type of narrative which they studied for one month (see Table 1). As students
practice writing their narratives, the teacher corrects their essays by using written
corrective feedback (WCF), where the teacher uses proofreading marks, and she

returns them back to students to identify their errors and corrects them again.
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Table 1: Grade Eight Writing Classes in Term 2, LIS
Type of Narrative Weeks Description

Descriptive Essay = Week one Introducing Descriptive Narrative
[Outlining a Descriptive Narrative Essay]

Week two Practice Writing: Descriptive Narrative —
Essay

Week three Editing: Descriptive Narrative

Week four Writing: Descriptive Narrative — Essay

Week five Persuasive Essay- Writing Assessment
Persuasive Essay = Week six Persuasive Essay Outlining

Week seven  Practice Writing: Persuasive Narrative —
Essay

Week eight ~ Writing: Persuasive Writing Editing
Week nine Writing: Persuasive Narrative — Essay

Week ten Writing (Final exam)- Persuasive Essay

3.4 Participants

The present study involved 38 female grade eight students who were mostly
Emirati nationals, and some students were from other Arabian countries, like: Sudan,
Jordan, and Oman. The participants’ ages range from 12 to 13 years old. The English
ability of the 38 students is intermediate. The students studied English from
kindergarten, and all of them can understand the language. All the participants were
enrolled in six English classes per week according to the American curriculum that the
school applies. The six classes were divided by the Head of Department (HOD) to

involve the following English language skills based on California State Standards
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which the school applies: reading, writing, grammar, and mechanics. The distribution

of the classes per week is fixed and teachers in grade eight follow the same distribution.

The students in grade eight have reading classes twice a week, and independent
online reading class once a week. Also, the students have grammar and writing classes
once a week. The sixth English class is divided between library and mechanics lessons;
students in term 2 have two mechanics classes for the whole term, and they spend the

other days of sixth class in the library doing independent reading.

The participants were two classes of female grade eight students. The control
group, class A, had 19 students, and the experimental group, class B, had 19 students
too. The groups were randomly assigned as control or experimental, and both groups
shared the same instructional curriculum. Both classes were intermediate learners in
English, and their overall level scores in English were congruent. The control and
experimental groups had the same English teacher, who was not the researcher. The
participating teacher was trained on how to use WCF, since the school has applied it
since 2015. The teacher joined the school in 2015. The participating teacher followed
the same lesson plans and materials provided by the textbook which all grade eight
teachers used in the school. All the participants in both control and experimental
groups studied the same English materials, and they were exposed to the same

activities, which were related to the lessons they learned in their English classes.

3.5 Data Collection Tools

The study collected data by means of a pre-posttest design for the experimental
and control groups, and a dynamic written corrective feedback (DWCF) procedure
with a survey for the experimental group after the posttest. The quantitative data of the

present study regarding students’ writing was collected via the pre-and posttests while
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the qualitative data was gathered via the experimental group students’ survey on their
attitudes toward using DWCF. Data collection procedures and analysis are explained

below.

3.5.1 Students’ Writing

The study employed the paragraph rating scale (FL -foreign language-
Composition Profile) developed by Jacobs et al. (1981), and adapted by Hedgcock and
Lefkowitz (1992). These researcher used it to identify the difference in performance
between the control and experimental groups on the pre- and posttests. The scale uses
the following five components: content, organization, grammar, vocabulary, and
mechanics of writing. Each component of the scale contains the following four
categories: excellent to very good, good to average, fair to poor, and very poor.
Shehadeh (2011) summarized the five components of the paragraph rating scale, and
he indicated that the five components start with the content, which is the knowledge
of the subject that includes the topic and the relevant details that enrich the topic. The
organization, which is the second component, rates the fluency of the expressions and
tests the clarity of the ideas mentioned in the narrative. The next component is
grammar. It includes sentence structure; agreement among verbs, nouns, and
pronouns; and correct word order. The component of vocabulary looks at the quality
of the vocabulary words used in the narrative and their effectiveness in transferring
accurate meaning. The last component is mechanics, which is about punctuation,
spelling, capitalization, and paragraph indentation (see Appendix A for a complete

description of the five components).
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3.5.2 Student Survey

The teacher handed the experimental group a survey right after the posttest,
asking the students about their attitudes and perceptions regarding using DWCF. The
survey aimed to answer the second research question, regarding the attitudes of the
students as they applied and experienced the usage of DWCF. The survey included
seven open-ended questions in order to leave enough space for the students to reveal
their views freely without constraints that might limit their answers. The survey was
distributed to the students and monitored by their English teacher who participated in
the study. The teacher supervised the students while they took the survey in order to
ensure that students understood the questions correctly and to clarify any questions, if
needed. The experimental group took between 20 and 30 minutes to complete the

survey.

The survey was initiated by asking the experimental group about their
impressions of DWCF when they were introduced to it by their teacher. The second
question asked them how (and if) DWCF enhanced their writing skills. The next
question asked the experimental group about their favorite part of DWCF. The next
two questions asked students to state the easiest and most difficult parts of DWCF.
The next question in the survey asked the experimental group to state their views after
they have experienced DWCF and applied it to their writing in this current study.
After that, the next question explored whether DWCF had any positive or negative
effects on other language skills (e.g. speaking, listening and reading), and it asked the
experimental group to mention any effects that may have occurred. The survey

concluded with a question asking the experimental group if they preferred to use
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DWCEF in their next term and the other school years (see Appendix C for the complete

survey).

3.5.3 Pretest

All the participants from both groups wrote a descriptive essay about
themselves within thirteen to fifteen lines in length. The teacher provided the students
with prompts that guided their narrative (see Table 3 for the complete prompts). Both
groups took approximately 40 minutes to write their essays on the same day in the first
week of the study (week 1). The teacher collected the essays from each group randomly
and separated both groups by having a file for each class to save the papers inside. The
teacher used the FL Composition Profile rating scale mentioned in Appendix A to

correct students’ essays.

The researcher met with the teacher of both groups and the two raters who rated
both groups’ papers to explain the purpose of the study and the rating scales. The two
raters were English teachers at the international school where the study was conducted,
Liwa School. Both raters teach grade seven, and they are familiar with written
corrective feedback (WCF). One of the raters (rater A) has five years of experience at
Liwa school, and the other rater (rater B) has ten years of experience at the same

school.

The pretest essays of both groups were collected randomly, and one sample
was randomly selected, so as to run a pilot study among the two raters (other than the
researcher or the teacher) who used the writing scale to rate students’ essays (See

appendix A for the complete rating scale). The two raters independently rated two
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sample essays in order to check the inter-rater reliability which was 0.90 for the pretest.

The data were analyzed using a t-test, and the level of significance was set at 0.05.

3.5.3.1 Pretest Results

The results of the pretest regarding both total score and the five component
scores showed no significant differences between the control and experimental groups
(see Table 2). Table 2 shows the minor differences of the pretest results on the total

and the five component scores between the control and experimental groups.

Table 2: Mean Total and Component Scores on the Pretest

Max. Control Experimental
Score
M SD M SD t

Total score 100 80.00  13.33 79.74 9.65 0.070
Content 30 2321  4.69 22.53 4.10 0.478
Organization 20 15.79 2.78 16.26 2.60 -0.542
Grammar 25 21.16 3.45 22.11 2.02 -1.032
Vocabulary 20 16.37 2.89 15.42 2.14 1.148
Mechanics 5 3.47 0.772 3.42 0.607 0.234

As shown in Table 2, the mean of the total score for the control group was
80.00 and 79.74 for the experimental group (t = 0.070). According to the content
component, the mean score for the control group was 23.21 and 22.53 for the
experimental group (t = 0.478). The mean score for the organization component was
15.79 for the control group and 16.26 for the experimental group (t = -0.542). The
mean score for the grammar component was 21.16 for the control group and 22.11 for

the experimental group (t = -1.032). Regarding the vocabulary score, the mean score
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for the control group was 16.37 and 15.42 for the experimental group (t = 1.148); the
mean score for the mechanics component was 3.47 for the control group and 3.42 for

the experimental group (t = 0.234).

Sample essays 1 (control) and 2 (treatment) in Appendix C are examples of the

students’ writing on the pretest.

3.6 Experiment and Procedure

As previously mentioned, both groups had the same lessons, lesson plans,
materials, and activities that were related to the English subject with the same teacher
who was assigned to teach both classes from the beginning of the school year by the
Head of English Department. All variables of the study remained constant in which all

the participants had the same first language (Arabic), gender and age.

Also, both groups received the same kind of feedback since they had the same
teacher. All participants received written corrective feedback since the school applied
this type of correction in 2015. The English department of the school had a consensus
coded sheet that included proofreading marks (see Appendix B for a complete
description of the proofreading marks of the most common errors in writing), and
students in the school are familiar with it since it has been applied and actively used

by English teachers.

3.6.1 Experimental Group

In week one, the teacher started with the pretest by asking the group to write a
descriptive essay within 40 minutes about themselves. She shared prompts with
students as a guide for them as they write. For example, some of the prompts asked

the students to write about their personal information, their family, and the place that
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they live in. The teacher handed the papers to rater A to correct the papers by using the
FL Composition Profile rating scale (see Appendix A) in marking the papers. After
rater A rated all the papers, the researcher handed the papers to rater B to rate them

again.

In week two, on Sunday, during the reading class, the teacher asked the group
to write a paragraph within 4-5 lines on their opinions about the story that they studied
in term two, “Holes”, and she assigned the students 15 minutes to finish their task.
Later, the teacher collected the papers and rated them by providing WCF on students’
paragraphs. The next day, the teacher returned the marked papers to students to edit

their paragraphs in class.

In week two, on Tuesday, the teacher asked the group to write a paragraph in
4-5 lines about “How can you persuade your parents to buy you a precious gift?”
during the grammar class. Students were asked to consider their grammar lesson about
the usage of pronouns “who and whom” while they wrote their paragraphs. The
students were given 15 minutes to finish their paragraph. After that, the teacher
collected the papers for marking. The next day, the teacher returned the rated papers
with WCF and asked the students to edit their paragraphs in class. On Thursday, the
teacher asked the group during the online reading class to write a summary within 4-5
lines in 15 minutes about the assigned non-fiction article, and she collected the papers

to rate them.

In week three, on Sunday, the teacher returned the marked papers to the group
and asked them to edit their work within 5 minutes during the reading class. In the
same period, the teacher asked the students to write a paragraph 4-5 lines in length on

“Write about which character in Holes (the title of the story) is the best”. The students
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were given 15 minutes to finish their task. Later, the teacher collected the papers for
marking. The same procedure proceeded in weeks three, four, and five. The titles of

the topics are given below (see Table 3).

In week six, the teacher administered the posttest by asking the group to write
a persuasive essay about “Cell phones should never be used in school” in 40 minutes,

and she collected the papers to rate them by using the rating scale (see Appendix A).

Table 3: Writing Essays and Prompts for the Experimental Group

Date Topics Prompts
Week one Write an essay: Write about e  Describe your family.
(pretest) Yourself. (Descriptive Essay) | e  Describe the place that you live in.
Feb0.10- e Describe your personality.
14 e Describe the things you like and
dislike.
o Describe your future plans.
R Week two | Paragraph one: Write your e What did you learn from the story?
§ Feb. 17-21 | opinion about the story Holes. | «  How did the story affect you?
= e How do you reflect the story to real
@ life?
Paragraph two: How can you e What is the gift that you want to receive
persuade your parents to buy from your parents?
you a precious gift? e Why do you want to have this gift?
e  What will you do to make your parents
happy from you?
Paragraph three: Write a e What was the article talking about?
summary about a non-fiction e Who was mentioned in the article?
article. e What was the main topic of the article?
e What did you learn from the article?
Week three | Paragraph four: Write about e Name your favorite character.
Feb. 24-28 | which character in Holes isthe | e  Mention the character traits of your
best. character.
e State the reasons for preferring this
character.
Paragraph five: Write about e Name the best UAE landmark.
the best landmark in the UAE. | e  State the reasons for selecting this
landmark to be the best.
e Write about your personal experience
about this landmark.
Paragraph six: Write a e What was the article talking about?
summary about a non-fiction e Who was mentioned in the article?
article. e What was the main topic of the article?
e What did you learn from the article?
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Table 3: Writing Essays and Prompts for the Experimental Group (cont’d)

Date Topics Prompts
o | Week four | Paragraph seven: How can e  What is the theme of the story?
S | Mar. 3-9 you persuade people to read e Describe your personal experience
§ Holes? when you read the story.
@ e  What makes this story special?
Paragraph eight: Which is a e Name your favorite hobby.
better hobby? e State the reasons for choosing this
hobby.
e What makes this hobby better than
other hobbies?
Paragraph nine: Write a e What was the article talking about?
summary about a non-fiction | ¢  Who was mentioned in the article?
article. e What was the main topic of the article?
e What did you learn from the article?
Week five | Paragraph ten: Compare two e Name two characters that have a
Mar. 10-14 | characters from Holes. common problem.
e State the positive character traits for
each character.
e State the negative character traits for
each character.
Paragraph eleven: Schools e  Why shouldn’t you have homework?
should not have homework. e What will you benefit from canceling
the homework?
e What are the negative effects of having
homework?
Paragraph twelve: Write a e What was the article talking about?
summary about a non-fiction | e«  Who was mentioned in the article?
article. e What was the main topic of the article?
e What did you learn from the article?
Week  six Write an essay: Cell phones e  Why shouldn’t you have your cell
(posttest) should never be used in phone in school?
Mar. 17-21 school. (Persuasive Essay) e What are the negative effects of having
phones in schools?
e What are the reasons for banning cell
phones in schools?
e Can cell phones affect your study?

3.6.2 Control Group

In week one, the teacher started with the pretest by asking the control group to
write a descriptive essay within 40 minutes about themselves within thirteen to fifteen
lines. The teacher provided the students with prompts that guided their narrative (see
Table 4 for the complete writing essays for the control group). The teacher handed the

papers to rater A to correct the papers by using the FL. Composition Profile rating scale
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(see Appendix A) in marking the papers. After rater A rated all the papers, the

researcher handed the papers to rater B to rate them again.

In week two, the teacher asked the group during the writing class to write a
descriptive essay about “How can you persuade your parents to travel during the
summer vacation?”. The students were given 40 minutes to finish their task. The
teacher collected the papers for marking, and she marked all the errors and provided
WCF for each error. The teacher returned the marked papers after three days and asked

students to edit their work in class.

The same procedure in week two proceeded with weeks three, four, and five.
The titles of the topics are given below (see Table 4). In week six, the teacher
administered the posttest by asking the group to write a persuasive essay about “Cell
phones should never be used in school” in 40 minutes, and she collected the papers to

mark them by using the same rating scale (see Appendix A).
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Table 4: Writing Essays and Prompts for the Control Group

Date

Paragraph

Prompts

Week one (pretest) Feb.
10-14

Write an essay: Write about
Yourself. (Descriptive Essay)

e  Describe your family.

e  Describe the place that you live
in.

o Describe your personality.

e  Describe the things you like
and dislike.

e  Describe your future plans.

i e Where do you want to travel?
§ e  Why do you want to go to this
=2 place?
@ Essay 1. e What will you do to make your
Week two parents happy?
Feb. 17-21 '; ;r\elzvn(t:: ?Oyt?;\/z?rgﬂ ?icri]z )t/i? g ' e What are the achievements that
summer vacation? you d_id to deserve this
vacation?

e How spending your summer
vacation abroad will affect your
academic and social behavior?

e Name the best city in the UAE.

e  State the reasons for choosing

Week three Essay 2: this city to be the best.
Feb. 24-28 Best city in the UAE e Write about your personal
experience about this city.

e Who supports your opinion
about this city?

o Name your favorite TV show.

e  State the reasons for choosing

Essay 3: this TV show.
\K/lvgskst%ur y- _ e What makes this TV show
What is your favorite TV show? better than other TV shows?

e What are the good messages
that this TV show transfer to
audience?

e Why should you have
homework?

Week five Essay 4: e What will you benefit from
Mar. 10-14 Schools should have homework? -
homework. . Whgt are the positive effects of
having homework?

e What is the importance of

homework?

Week six (posttest) Mar.

17-21

Write an essay: Cell phones
should never be used in school.
(Persuasive Essay)

e Why shouldn’t you have your
cell phone in school?

e What are the negative effects of
having phones in schools?

e  What are the reasons for
banning cell phones in schools?

e  Can cell phones affect your
study?
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3.7 Summary of Chapter 3

The current chapter overviewed the education system in the UAE, and it
explained the application of the education system in public and private schools in Abu
Dhabi. Also, the chapter highlighted the English language curricula and common core
standards which is used in international schools in Abu Dhabi. The chapter explained
the type of curriculum used in the school in which the study was conducted, and it
pointed to grade 8 English curriculum, for which the current study was designed.
Additionally, the chapter described the participants, including students and teachers.
Next, data collection procedure was presented in detail in terms of explaining
students’ writing, students’ survey, and the pretest; and the procedure of research data
collection was explained for both control and experimental groups. In the end, the
chapter provided the analysis for the pretest’s results. The following chapter will
present the research results and findings regarding the posttest and the survey which

was conducted for the study.
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Chapter 4: Results and Findings

4.1 Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to present the results and findings of the study
regarding the effect of dynamic written corrective feedback (DWCF) on grade 8

female writing students’ achievement and the perceptions of the students of DWCF.

4.2 Posttest Results for Both Groups

In the sixth week of the study, after all instruction of the application of DWCF
had been completed, both groups were asked to do the posttest as was previously
mentioned. All students wrote an argumentative essay about Cell phones should never
be used in school. Why shouldn’t you have your cell phone in school? What are the
negative effects of having phones in schools? Students used the same time limit when
they wrote the pretest which was 40 minutes. The essays were collected from all
participants, randomized, and the same two raters who rated the pretest blindly rated
the posttest essays. The raters used the same rating scale as the pretest (see Appendix
A). The interrater reliability for the posttest group was 0.92. The data were also
analyzed using t-test with the level of significance set at 0.05. The posttest results of

both groups regarding the difference in performance are displayed in Table 5.
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Max. Score Control Treatment
M SD M SD T
Total score 100 87.37 1 10.63 89.79 6.33 | -0.850*
Content 30 26.21 | 3.57 | 2552 3.15 0.637
Organization 20 17.89 240 1794 178 @ -0.070*
Grammar 25 21.79 | 237 12358 117 -3.59*
Vocabulary 20 17.84 214 1842 135 @ -0.890*
Mechanics 5 3.63 0.89% 432 0582 -2.69*
*p <0.05.

As shown in Table 5, the mean of the total score for the control group (CG)

was 87.37 and 89.79 for the experimental group (EG) (t = -0.850). According to the

content component, the mean score for the control group was 26.21 and 25.52 for the

experimental group (t = 0.637). The mean score for the organization component was

17.89 for the control group and 17.94 for the experimental group (t = -0.070). The

mean score for the grammar component was 21.79 for the control group and 23.58 for

the experimental group (t = -3.59). Regarding the vocabulary score, the mean score for

the control group was 17.84 and 18.42 for the experimental group (t = -0.890). The

mean score for the mechanics component was 3.63 for the control group and 4.32 for

the experimental group (t = -2.69).

Sample essays 1 (control) and 2 (treatment) in Appendix D are examples of the

students’ writing on the posttest.
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A dependent (paired) t-test was used to answer the first research question: What

is the effect of dynamic written corrective feedback on foreign language intermediate
school students’ writing? The total score was t (18) = (-0.850), p < (0.05). The result
showed that statistically significant difference was found between mean CG (M =

87.37, SD =10.63) and mean EG (M = 89.79, SD = 6.33) (see Tables 6 and 7).

Table 6: Total Score Paired Samples Correlations between Control and Experimental
Groups

Paired Samples Correlations

N Correlation|  Sig.

Pair 1 |Total CG & Total 19 -0.010 0.969
EG

Table 7: Total Score Paired Samples Test for Control and Experimental Groups

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence Interval

of the Difference

Std. Std. Error Sig. (2-

Mean Deviation Mean Lower Upper T Df | tailed)

Pair | Total CG - -2.42105| 12.42004 2.84935 -8.40732 3.56521| -0.850 | 18| 0.407
1 Total EG

The content component was t (18) = (0.637) and that it does not show that p <
(0.05). The result, therefore, showed no statistically significant difference between
mean CG (M = 26.21, SD = 3.57) and mean EG (M = 25.52, SD = 3.15) (see Tables

8 and 9).




Table 8: Content Component Paired Samples Correlations between CG and EG

Paired Samples Correlations

N

Correlation

Sig.

Pair 1

Content CG &
Cont.EG

19

0.034

0.890

Table 9: Content Component Paired Samples Test for CG and EG

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence

Interval of the

Diff
Std. Std. Error erence Sig. (2-
Mean | Deviation Mean Lower Upper t Df tailed)
Pair | Content CG — | 0.68421 4.67918 | 1.07348| -1.57108 2.93950|0.637 | 18 0.532
1 Cont. EG

showed a statistically significant difference between mean CG (M = 17.89, SD =

The organization component was that t (18) = (-0.070), p < (0.05). The result

2.40) and mean EG (M = 17.94, SD = 1.78) (see Tables 10 and 11).

Table 10: Organization Component Paired Samples Correlations between CG and

EG

Paired Samples Correlations

N

Correlation

Sig.

Pair 1

EG

Org CG & Org

19

-0.209

0.389
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Organization Component Paired Samples Test for CG and EG

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence

Interval of the

Std.
Difference
Std. Error : Sig. (2-
Mean Deviation Mean Lower Upper T Df tailed)
Pair |Org CG — | -0.05263 3.27403| 0.75111| -1.63067 1.52540| -0.070| 18 0.945
1 Org EG

The grammar component was t (18) = (-3.59), p < (0.05). The result showed a

statistically significant difference between mean CG (M =21.79, SD =2.37 and mean

EG (M =23.58, SD =1.17) (see Tables 12 and 13).

Table 12: Grammar Component Paired Samples Correlations between CG and EG

EG

Paired Samples Correlations
N Correlation| Sig.
Pair 1 |Gram CG & Gram 19 0.407 0.084

Table 13: Grammar Component Paired Samples Test for CG and EG

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence

Interval of the

Difference
Std. Std. Error Sig. (2-
Mean Deviation Mean Lower Upper T Df | tailed)
Pair | Gram CG— | -1.78947 2.17508 0.49900 -2.83783 | -0.74112 | -3.586 | 18 0.002
1 Gram EG
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The vocabulary component was t (18) = (-0.890), p <(0.05). The result showed

a statistically significant difference between mean CG (M = 17.84, SD = 2.14) and

mean EG (M = 18.42, SD = 1.35) (see Tables 14 and 15).

Table 14: Vocabulary Component Paired Samples Correlations between CG and EG

Paired Samples Correlations

N

Correlation

Sig.

Pair 1

EG

\VVoc CG & Voc

19

-0.284

0.239

Table 15: Vocabulary Component Paired Samples Test for CG and EG

Paired Samples Test

Sig. (2-
Paired Differences tailed)
95% Confidence
Interval of the
Std. Std. Error Difference
Mean Deviation Mean Lower Upper T Df

Pair | Voc CG -0.57895 2.83462 0.65031| -1.94519 0.78730| -0.890| 18 0.385

1 -Voc
EG

The mechanics component was t (18) = (-2.69), p < (0.05). The result showed

a statistically significant difference between mean CG (M = 3.63, SD = 0.895) and

mean EG (M =4.32, SD = 0.58) (see Tables 16 and 17).

Table 16: Mechanics Component Paired Samples Correlations between CG and EG

Paired Samples Correlations

N

Correlation

Sig.

Pair 1

EG

Mech CG & Mech

19

-0.084

0.732
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Table 17: Mechanics Component Paired Samples Test for CG and EG

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences

95% Confidence

Std. Interval of the
Std. Error Difference Sig. (2-
Mean Deviation | Mean Lower Upper T Df tailed)
Pair | Mech CG— | -0.68421 1.10818 | 0.25423| -1.21834| -0.15008| -2.691| 18 0.015
1 Mech EG

The dependent (paired) t-test showed a statistically significant difference
between the means of both groups in organization, grammar, vocabulary, and
mechanics components. Whereas, the t-test did not show a statistically significant

difference between the means of both groups in the content component.

4.3 Students’ Perceptions of Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback

The experimental group answered the eight survey questions right after they
finished their posttest. The survey helped the researcher to answer the second research
question regarding students’ perceptions of the use of DWCF. The nineteen students
from the experimental group shared their experiences regarding DWCF. This section
highlights the survey findings and summarizes the answers of the eight questions, as

well.

72% of the students had a negative perception toward DWCF before using it,
as they answered the first question regarding their views about DWCF before applying
it. They did not like the idea of writing and checking several times, which would lead
them to boredom, and they thought that DWCF would be a waste of time. Others from
the same group added that DWCF might be hard to apply and might cause pressure to

them because they expected that they would be overloaded with work. For instance,
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one of the students (No. 11) stated, “It’s boring and waste of time”. Another student
(15) wrote, “It’s hard and I am lazy to do it”. On the other hand, only four students
liked the idea of DWCF and predicted that it would be useful to their writing. For
example, student (1) wrote, “I think it is useful for my writing”. Another student (13)

stated, “I think I will like it because it will help me in my writing”.

All students but one felt that DWCF affected their writing skills positively.
They stated that DWCF helped them in improving their writing because they were able
to discover their mistakes and overcome them. For instance, one student (2)
mentioned, “Yes, it improved my writing”. Another student (4) wrote, “Yes, it helped
me to correct my mistakes”. In addition, a number of students shared the same answer,
which was that DWCF helped them in improving their grammar, punctuation, and
handwriting, as they were able to recognize their mistakes and their handwriting errors
during the second draft stage in the DWCF process. For example, one student (13)
stated, “Yes, it improved the way I write sentences and my grammar”. However, one
student (17) found it difficult to identify whether DWCF affected her writing skill or

not, as she mentioned, “I don’t know”.

The second draft was the most interesting part of DWCF, as 50% of the
students wrote in their second survey question, which asked them to identify the most
interesting part of DWCF that they preferred the most. The students mentioned that
the second draft helped them to identify their mistakes and know how to improve their
writing skills. For example, one student (13) stated, “2" draft because it helps me to
know my mistakes”. The second highest percentage with 28% was for students who
preferred the part of DWCF when they had been introduced to new topics to write

about frequently. They liked the idea of integrating their English reading with their
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writing as they reflected on their short story and online articles which they studied
during the application of DWCF. They were able to comprehend more the articles that
they were exposed to. For instance, one student (18) wrote, “Writing new topics
because it gives me more information”. On the other hand, other students mentioned
that writing a short paragraph within 5 lines was the most interesting part of DWCF as
they were not willing to write more; yet these students were the ones who predicted in
the first survey question that DWCF would be hard, and they would be too lazy to do

it. For example, student (7) stated, “Writing only 5 lines”.

Survey question three asked the students about the easiest part of DWCF, and
39% of the students found the second draft the easiest part of DWCF because the
teacher identified their errors and provided the students with the codes for correction.
The students mentioned that this part of DWCF helped them to recognize their errors
and to fix them. For example, student (10) stated, “2" draft because you know your
mistakes and solve them”. In addition, 28% of the students preferred writing the first
draft because they were familiar with the topics. They mentioned that writing the first
draft was interesting for them as they wrote about different new topics which they had
not written about before. For instance, student (19) stated, “Writing new topics because
it’s interesting to write about them”. However, 23% of the students wrote that writing
five lines was the easiest part of DWCF. They were not required to write more lines.

For instance, student (11) wrote, “Writing 5 lines because it’s not too much”.

The most difficult part of DWCF was the first draft, as noted by 89% of the
students in their response to the fourth survey question, which asked them to determine
the most difficult part of DWCF. Most of the students’ justifications referred to the

topics that they were exposed to during the study. Students were familiar with the
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topics, but they found them difficult to write about, as they were not trained to write
about everything they read. Also, the number of the lines affected their writing because
they had to write only one paragraph within five lines. This caused them confusion
about determining and selecting the specific ideas that should be mentioned through
the paragraph. For example, student (8) wrote, 1% draft because the topic is good but
I don’t know what to write in 5 lines”. Other students’ justification of choosing the
first draft as the most difficult part referred to the writing process itself. These students
were tense when writing the first draft because they were thinking about the spelling
and grammar errors that they might have as they write. For instance, student (14)

stated, “The 1% draft because I was afraid of making grammar mistakes when I write”.

Students’ responses to the fifth question were positive in response to the
question that asked them about their perceptions of DWCF after applying it in the
study. This is connected to the second research gquestion, which sought to identify the
students’ perceptions toward DWCF. The application of DWCF affected 89% of the
students positively, with responses noting that DWCF helped them in improving their
writing skills. The students’ responses mentioned that the experience of applying
DWCF was easy and joyful as they received instant feedback from the teacher when
they wrote. They considered it as a helpful way to improve their writing since they
were able to recognize their errors instantly without waiting a week to receive the
feedback from the teacher. For example, student (4) stated, “It helps me in improving
my writing skills”. Another student (6) mentioned, “It was easy and it improved my
writing”. However, the perceptions of two students from the experimental group were
different because these two participants did not like the application of DWCF. They
mentioned that they felt bored as they applied DWCF, and they did not like the idea of

writing several times within one week. For instance, student (17) wrote, “I didn’t like
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it”. Nevertheless, there was only one student who mentioned that DWCF improved her
writing skills, yet she did not prefer to apply DWCF again in which she stated, “I didn’t

like it but it improved my writing skills”.

Moreover, most of the experimental group mentioned, in response to survey
question six, that DWCF affected their writing skills only and did not affect any of
their speaking, listening, or reading skills. For example, student (3) wrote, “It has
positive effect on my writing skill”. Nonetheless, the responses of two other students
showed that DWCF affected their reading skill besides their writing skill as they read
the articles which the teacher assigned them to read during the application of the study
in order to write the required paragraphs. For instance, one of the students (7) stated,

“It has positive effect. It improved my reading and writing skills”.

The last question asked the students about their view regarding proceeding with
the use of DWCF in the future, and 67% of the students showed positive responses in
their answers in which they said that DWCF is important to improving their writing
skills. Also, they mentioned that DWCF was an easy task to do, although previously
some of them had predicted that DWCF would be hard to apply. For example, student
(19) stated, “Yes, it’s important for the writing. It’s so easy to do it”. On the other
hand, 33% of the students did not prefer to proceed with DWCF in the future as they
found it boring and not enjoyable. Others mentioned that they did not like DWCF
because they hate writing, and DWCF required them to write almost daily. These
students had a negative prediction toward DWCF in the first question of the survey.

For instance, one student (17) wrote, “No, I hate writing”.
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4.4 Summary of Main Findings

This chapter presented the results of the five component scores of writing for
the experimental group, in terms of the total score and the content, organization,
grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics components. In a nutshell, the findings of both
the posttest and the survey speak of the positive effects of DWCF as a successful
teaching strategy that can be used in the L2 writing classroom. The following chapter
will discuss the findings of the study and suggest a number of recommendations for

further research.
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Chapter 5: Discussion and Conclusions

5.1 Introduction

Chapter five will discuss the research results and findings of the study. The
chapter will proceed with discussing the findings regarding the two research questions
and highlighting the implications of the current study about DWCF. Next, the chapter
will indicate the limitations of this study. After that, the chapter will make/suggest

some recommendations regarding the application of DWCF in the L2 classroom.

5.2 Discussion

The first research question asked: What is the impact of dynamic written
corrective feedback on the quality of foreign language intermediate school students’
writing? The results show that the application of DWCF positively affected the quality
of students’ writing. The statistical analysis (see Table 4) showed the significant effect
of DWCF on improving L2 students’ writing. However, the impact of DWCF varied
from one component to another, whereby the organization, grammar, vocabulary, and
mechanics components were significantly affected, while the content component was
not. The examples of students’ writing on the posttest were presented in Appendix D,
as sample essays 3 (control) and 4 (experimental) which were taken from the same

students shown on the pretest (i.e., essays 1 and 2), respectively.

Perhaps the major reason for the non-significant difference between both
groups in content was that the teacher did not focus on the content the same way that
she focused on the other four components: grammar, organization, vocabulary, and

mechanics. Indeed, most of the teacher’s focus in grade 8 class was on the formal
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properties of the L2 (grammar, organization, vocabulary, and mechanics) but not on

the content component.

This would also explain the answers of the experimental group about the fifth
survey question which asked students about the most difficult part of DWCF (see
Chapter 4), as 89% of the students found it difficult to write about new topics.
Although the students comprehended the topics, they mentioned in their answers that
they were not well trained to write about anything they read. Also, they were confused
about determining the most important points to mention in their paragraph. Again, this
brings us back to the previous problem which is that students were not trained in how
to reflect on what they read. It is possible that the 11% of the students who did not
have problems with reflecting what they read are the high proficiency level students
who used to borrow books from the library, read, and do their homework when the

teacher asks them to reflect on the story that they studied.

The results of this study provide further support for the previous studies
regarding DWCEF, in terms of finding a statistically significant difference between both
groups in the language accuracy (e.g., Evans et al., 2011; Hartshorn et al., 2015;
Kurzer, 2018; Bakri, 2018). In addition to that, this study extends L2 learners’ writing
holistically through rating the five components of writing compositions (content,
organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics components) instead of focusing
only on language accuracy (grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics components) which
previous studies focused on for exploring the effectiveness of DWCF (e.g., Evans et

al., 2011; Hartshorn et al., 2015; Kurzer, 2018).

The second research question tackled the attitudes and perceptions of L2

learners toward the use of DWCEF in their writing class. The findings show that DWCF



56
can be used as an effective pedagogical tool in the learning and teaching of writing in
FL contexts with younger students, a finding that has not been the focus of any prior
research on the topic. These findings are based on the qualitative results of the survey
which revealed overall positive students’ responses and perceptions toward applying

DWCEF in their writing (see Survey Findings above).

Indeed, most of the survey results revealed that most of the students supported
the application of DWCF and hoped to use it in the next term in their school. One
possible reason for the 89% of positive perceptions of answering the second research
question which was embedded in the sixth survey question (see Chapter 4) is that
DWCF gave the students the chance to receive instant and frequent feedback from
their teacher. Students were used to receiving feedback from their teacher on their
writing once every two weeks. However, with the application of DWCF, the students
received feedback every two days from the teacher. Another possible reason for
students’ positive perception was that DWCF was easy for the students to comprehend
and apply. DWCF helped the experimental group identify their errors by underlining
them and providing them with the error code to search for the answer and correct the
error. This helped the students to focus on how to fix their common errors and avoid

them in the future.

These reasons might explain the experimental groups’ reflections regarding the
third survey question, which asked them about the most interesting part of DWCF (see
Chapter 4), as 50% of the students preferred the second draft. The second draft was
the part where students received the feedback from the teacher on their writing, and
they were able to enhance their writing skills by searching for the corrections of their

errors and focusing on the errors that they had to avoid in their future drafts of writing.
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On the other hand, the second research question received negative perceptions

from some of the L2 learners toward the use of DWCF via their writing process. Five
of the nineteen students of the experimental group disliked the application of DWCF,
as was previously mentioned in the research findings (see Chapter 4). These students
did not like to proceed with DWCF in the next academic year. A possible interpretation
of this negative perception is the low proficiency level in the English language of these
students. Based on the classroom teacher’s feedback and observation, these students
had a low proficiency level in the English language. Perhaps these students could not
comprehend English very well, which prevented them from producing any piece of
writing because they could not understand the content that they were supposed to
reflect on. As such, their low proficiency level may not have enabled them to form
meaningful sentences. Another possible interpretation of the negative perception
regarding the application of DWCF is the lack of knowledge of the topics. As the
students were exposed to new topics that they do not have any prior knowledge about,
not all of them could cope with these original topics that they did not have the chance
to compose a paragraph about them before the application of the current study. The
topics were new to the students, and they did not know exactly how to reflect on them
within a paragraph. The third interpretation is that some of the students were not
interested to compose a paragraph almost everyday. Most likely, students who have
low proficiency level in the English language do not prefer to write frequently because
of their weak English knowledge as they lack in their language accuracy. For instance,
these students have a narrow number of vocabulary words to use, and they have
problems in sentence formation which will restrict their writing process.
Consequently, this worth even further investigation to look at the relationship between

proficiency level and DWCF.
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The significant finding of the current study was the quality of the written
paragraphs produced by students who experienced DWCF throughout the second term
of school. The experimental group included all proficiency levels of English, yet not
all the students were able to independently produce a paragraph within fifteen minutes
before the application of DWCF. This point might be strong evidence of students’
engagement, as no paper from the first week of the implementation of the study was
submitted to the teacher empty by the students. Similarly, the other main finding was
that the experimental group found the experience of DWCF enjoyable and felt that it

positively affected their L2 learning.

5.3 Implications of the Study

A number of theoretical and pedagogical implications based on the findings of
the study might be made. The following sections will present three main theoretical
implications. Also, other pedagogical implications will be highlighted that can be

applied in schools.

5.3.1 Theoretical Implications

The current research results show that DWCF can be applied on younger
students with similar results as the past research on university students aged 19 and
above (e.g., Evansetal., 2011; Hartshorn et al., 2015; Kurzer, 2018). The current study
shows that DWCF has a significantly positive effect on intermediate students’ writing
accuracy (12-13 years old). As a result, this finding can lead to further research to be
done with even younger students than those in this study in order to enhance their

writing skills from an early age.
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Another theoretical implication of the study is that it extends the use of DWCF

from the ESL contexts to EFL contexts. The previously mentioned researchers (e.l.
Evans et al., 2011; Hartshorn et al., 2015; Kurzer, 2018) applied the application of
DWCF in ESL contexts, yet the current study adds to the existing study by Bakri

(2018) who applied it in EFL context.

The third theoretical implication is that DWCF provides further support for the
Socio-cultural Theory because it encourages dynamic interaction in the second
language writing classroom, and dynamic interaction is one of the principles of Social
Cultural Theory. For instance, the dynamic interaction occurs between the teacher and
the students when the teacher interacts and provides them with frequent and consistent

feedback during the application of DWCF.

5.3.2 Pedagogical Implications

English teachers can apply DWCF in their classrooms to enhance the writing
skills of the students, as teachers struggle with the common writing errors that students
make while they write. As teachers apply DWCF, they will be able to provide the
students with frequent feedback, which will help students to focus more on their errors
and try to avoid them in the future. Also, teachers can benefit from the application of
DWCF by improving the level of students’ writing on the four components
(organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics) not only focusing on grammar

and mechanics components.

5.4 Limitations of the Study

The main goal of the current study was to find the effect of using DWCF on

EFL learners’ writing accuracy. However, a limitation of the present study might be
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that the study did not look at the teacher’s perception and attitude who applied DWCF
on both groups. It would have been good to touch upon teachers’ attitudes and
perceptions when they apply DWCF, but that was beyond the limits of this study.
Also, the length of the present study might be considered a limitation because the study
was conducted over six weeks only. To overcome this limitation, future studies might

consider running more longitudinal research that runs for ten to twelve weeks.

Although there is no explicit mention of the drawbacks in the literature of
DWCEF, one can think of the following issues and drawbacks based on the findings of
the current study. As such, one of the drawbacks of DWCF might be that it consumes
the time of the teacher as the teacher has to correct a number of paragraphs daily, and
that would negatively affect the teacher’s productivity in the next school day. Another
drawback is that the teacher needs to do preplanning to ensure that the content of the
English subject would not be negatively affected by embedding DWCF in the daily
lessons. The teacher has to devote fifteen minutes daily from the teaching period to
apply DWCF, and that needs a lot of preparation and accurate planning to prevent
affecting the required English content. The third obstacle of the application of DWCF
is that it might be difficult to apply it to a big number of students because it requires a
great deal of time from the teacher to precisely apply DWCF as the teacher needs to

rate many paragraphs daily.

5.5 Recommendations

Based on the research findings of this study, the following recommendations

are suggested:
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e Teachers are encouraged to apply DWCF and focus on the four writing
components, which are grammar, organization, vocabulary, and mechanics.
Besides, teachers need to be well-planned and well-organized so they can use

DWCEF properly to scaffold students’ writing.

e Surprisingly, the content component in this study did not reach a level of
significance between the EG and CG regarding the application of DWCF in
students’ writing accuracy. Accordingly, this study recommends for further
studies to be conducted regarding the application of DWCF either to confirm

the results of the current study or to add new and different results.

This study covered both quantitative and qualitative data regarding exploring the effect
of applying DWCF on intermediate students’ writing accuracy by applying pre-
posttests for both groups and a survey that was designed for the experimental group.
The current study did not cover the perceptions of the teachers. A recommendation for
further study is to collect data regarding the perceptions of both teachers and learners,

in order to have a clearer vision about the application and usefulness of DWCF.

5.6 Conclusion

This study sought to find the impact of using dynamic written corrective
feedback (DWCF) on intermediate UAE EFL learners’ writing accuracy. The results
showed positive findings based on the quantitative data which was gathered from the
pre-posttests from both groups. The results showed that DWCF had a positive impact
on students’ writing accuracy as the data showed difference between both groups in
the four writing components (organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics

components), yet the significant difference between both groups was only in four
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components (organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics components).
Additionally, the experimental group had positive perceptions toward the use of
DWCF, based on the feedback that they shared via the survey. Moreover, the
implications of DWCF were presented in the current study in which DWCF helps
teachers to scaffold students’ writing accuracy by providing students with frequent
corrective feedback that helps them to improve their writing skills. Further, teachers
are encouraged to apply DWCF in order to enhance the quality of their students’

writing in the areas of organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics.



63

References

Ahmadi-Azad, S. (2014). The effect of coded and uncoded written corrective feedback
types on Iranian EFL learners' writing accuracy. Theory and Practice in
Language Studies, 4(5), 1001-1015.

Akiyama, Y., & Fleshler, M. (2013). Effects of dynamic written corrective feedback
on JFL students” homework. New perspectives on Japanese language learning,
linguistics, and culture, 12, 49-68.

Bakri, H. T. (2018). The effect of dynamic written corrective feedback on saudi EFL
students’ writing accuracy: A four-week study. Unpublished PhD dissertation,
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, USA.

Bitchener, J., & Knoch, U. (2009). The contribution of written corrective feedback to
language development: A ten month investigation. Applied linguistics, 31(2),
193-214.

Bitchener, J., & Knoch, U. (2010). Raising the linguistic accuracy level of advanced
L2 writers with written corrective feedback. Journal of Second Language
Writing, 19(4), 207-217.

Bitchener, J., Young, S., & Cameron, D. (2005). The effect of different types of
corrective feedback on ESL student writing. Journal of second language
writing, 14(3), 191-205.

Bruton, A. (2009). Improving Accuracy Is Not the Only Reason for Writing, and Even
If It Were.. System: An International Journal of Educational Technology and
Applied Linguistics, 37(4), 600-613.

Chandler, J. (2003). The efficacy of various kinds of error feedback for improvement
in the accuracy and fluency of L2 student writing. Journal of second language
writing, 12(3), 267-296.

Chicago, T. U. (2017). Proofreaders’ Marks. Retrieved from The Chicago Manual of
Style Online: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/help-tools/proofreading-
marks.html

DeKeyser, R. (2007). Skill acquisition theory. Theories in second language
acquisition: An introduction. Sage Publications.

Ellis, R. (2008). A typology of written corrective feedback types. ELT journal, 63(2),
97-107.



64

Ellis, R., Sheen, Y., Murakami, M., & Takashima, H. (2008). The effects of focused
and unfocused written corrective feedback in an English as a foreign
language context. System, 36(3), 353-371.

Erel, S., & Bulut, D. (2007). Error experimental in L2 writing: A comparative study
of direct and indirect coded feedback in Turkish EFL context. Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisii Dergisi Say1, 22(1), 397-415.

Evans, N. W., Hartshorn, K. J., & Strong-Krause, D. (2011). The Efficacy of
Dynamic Written Corrective Feedback for University-Matriculated ESL
Learners. System: An International Journal of Educational Technology and
Applied Linguistics, 39(2), 229-2309.

Farrokhi, F., & Sattarpour, S. (2012). The Effects of Direct Written Corrective
Feedback on Improvement of Grammatical Accuracy of High-Proficient L2
Learners. World Journal of Education, 2(2), 49-57.

Ferris, D. (1999). The case for grammar correction in L2 writing classes: A response
to Truscott (1996). Journal of Second Language Writing, 8(1), 1-11.

Ferris, D. R. (1997). The influence of teacher commentary on student revision. Tesol
Quarterly, 31(2), 315-339.

Ferris, D. R. (2004). The “grammar correction” debate in L2 writing: Where are we,
and where do we go from here?(and what do we do in the
meantime...?). Journal of Second Language Writing, 13(1), 49-62.

Ferris, D. R. (2006). Does error feedback help student writers? New evidence on the
short-and long-term effects of written error correction. Feedback in second
language writing: Contexts and issues. Sage Publications.

Ferris, D., & Roberts, B. (2001). Error feedback in L2 writing classes: How explicit
does it need to be?. Journal of Second Language Writing, 10(3), 161-184.

Garner, B. A. (2009). Garner on language and writing: Selected essays and speeches
of Bryan A. Garner. American Bar Association.

Government (2011). K-12 Education. Retrieved Jan 15, 2018 from Cultural Division:
http://www.uaecd.org/k-12-education

Government (2018a). Private schools in the UAE. Retrieved Feb 3, 2018 from
Government: https://www.government.ae/en/information-and-
services/education/school-education-k-12/joining-k-12-education/private-
schools-in-the-uae


http://www.uaecd.org/k-12-education
https://www.government.ae/en/information-and-services/education/school-education-k-12/joining-k-12-education/private-schools-in-the-uae
https://www.government.ae/en/information-and-services/education/school-education-k-12/joining-k-12-education/private-schools-in-the-uae
https://www.government.ae/en/information-and-services/education/school-education-k-12/joining-k-12-education/private-schools-in-the-uae

65

Government (2018b). Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. Retrieved May 23, 2018
from Government: https://government.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-
initiatives-and-awards/local-governments-strategies-and-plans/abu-dhabi-
economic-vision-2030

Guenette, D. (2007). Is feedback pedagogically correct?: Research design issues in
studies of feedback on writing. Journal of Second Language Writing, 16(1),
40-53.

Hartshorn, K. J., & Evans, N. W. (2015). The effects of dynamic written corrective
feedback: A 30-week study. Journal of Response to Writing, 1(2), 6-34.

Hartshorn, K. J., Evans, N. W., Merrill, P. F., Sudweeks, R. R., Strong-Krause, D. I.
A.N. E., & Anderson, N. J. (2010). Effects of dynamic corrective feedback on
ESL writing accuracy. TESOL Quarterly, 44(1), 84-109.

Hedgcock, J., & Lefkowitz, N. (1992). Collaborative oral/aural revision in foreign
language writing instruction. Journal of Second Language Writing, 1(3), 255-
276.

IELTS. (2018). Test taker performance 2017. Retrieved from ielts:
https://www.ielts.org/teaching-and-research/test-taker-performance

Jacobs, H., Zinkgraf, S., & Wormuth, D. H. V. & Hughey, J.(1981). Testing ESL
composition: A practical approach. Sage Publications.

Krashen, S. D. (1985). The input hypothesis: Issues and implications. Addison-Wesley
Longman Ltd.

Kurzer, K. (2018). Dynamic written corrective feedback in developmental
multilingual writing classes. TESOL Quarterly, 52(1), 5-33.

Lantolf, J. P., & Appel, G. (Eds.). (1994). Vygotskian approaches to second language
research: An Inroducation to Vygotskian Perspectives on Second Language
Reaseaarch. Ablex Pub. Corp, Norwood, N.J.

Long, M. (1996). The role of the linguistic environment in second language
acquisition. Handbook of second language acquisition (pp. 413-468). New
York: Academic Press.

Lu, Y. (2010). The value of direct and indirect written corrective feedback for
intermediate ESL students (Doctoral dissertation, Auckland University of
Technology).

Robb, T., Ross, S., & Shortreed, 1. (1986). Salience of feedback on error and its effect
on EFL writing quality. TESOL quarterly, 20(1), 83-96.


https://government.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/local-governments-strategies-and-plans/abu-dhabi-economic-vision-2030
https://government.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/local-governments-strategies-and-plans/abu-dhabi-economic-vision-2030
https://government.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/local-governments-strategies-and-plans/abu-dhabi-economic-vision-2030

66

Russell, J., & Spada, N. (2006). The effectiveness of corrective feedback for the
acquisition of L2 grammar. Synthesizing research on language learning and
teaching, 13, 133-164.

School, L. I. (2016a). Curriculum. Retrieved from liwaschool:
http://liwaschool.ae/en/curriculum/

School, L. I. (2016b). History. Retrieved from Liwa International School:
http://liwaschool.ae/en/about-liwa/history/

Semke, H. D. (1984). Effects of the red pen. Foreign language annals, 17(3), 195-202.

Sheen, Y. (2007). The effect of focused written corrective feedback and language
aptitude on ESL learners' acquisition of articles. Tesol Quarterly, 41(2), 255-
283.

Sheen, Y. (2010). Differential effects of oral and written corrective feedback in the
ESL classroom. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 32(2), 203-234.

Sheen, Y., & Ellis, R. (2011). Corrective feedback in language teaching. Handbook of
research in second language teaching and learning, 2, 593-610.

Sheen, Y., Wright, D., & Moldawa, A. (2009). Differential effects of focused and
unfocused written correction on the accurate use of grammatical forms by adult
ESL learners. System, 37(4), 556-569.

Shehadeh, A. (2011). Effects and student perceptions of collaborative writing in
L2. Journal of Second Language Writing, 20(4), 286-305.

Shehadeh, A. (2015). Doing a Literature Review and Creating Your Research Niche.
In The Cambridge Guide to Research in Language Teaching and Learning (p.
171). New York: Academic Press.

Shehadeh, A., & Coombe, C. A. (Eds.). (2012). Task-based language teaching in
foreign language contexts: Research and implementation (Vol. 4). John
Benjamins Publishing.

Storch, N. (2010). Critical feedback on written corrective feedback research.
International Journal of English Studies, 10(2), 29-46.

Truscott, J. (1996). The case against grammar correction in L2 writing classes.
Language Learning, 46 (2), 327-369.

Truscott, J. (2007). The effect of error correction on learners’ ability to write
accurately. Journal of Second Language Writing, 16(4), 255-272.



67

Van Beuningen, C. (2010). Corrective feedback in L2 writing: Theoretical
perspectives, empirical insights, and future directions. International Journal of
English Studies, 10(2), 1-27.

Van Beuningen, C. G., De Jong, N. H., & Kuiken, F. (2012). Evidence on the
effectiveness of comprehensive error correction in second language
writing. Language Learning, 62(1), 1-41.

Vygotsky, L. (1978). Interaction between learning and development. Readings on the
Development of Children, 23(3), 34-41.



Appendix A

Appendices

Rating Scale: Foreign Language (FL) Composition Profile

Content

27-30

22-26

17-21

13-16

Organization

18-20

14-17

10-13

7-9

Grammar

22-25

Score criteria

Excellent to very good: knowledgeable; substantive, thorough
development of thesis; relevant to topic assigned

Good to average: some knowledge of subject; adequate range;
limited thematic development; mostly relevant to topic, but lacks
detail

Fair to poor: limited knowledge of subject; minimal substance;
poor thematic development

Very poor: shows little or no knowledge of subject; inadequate
quantity; not relevant, or not enough to rate

Excellent to very good: fluent expression; clear statement of
ideas; solid support; clear organization; logical and cohesive
sequencing

Good to average: adequate fluency; main ideas clear but loosely
organized; supporting material limited; sequencing logical but
incomplete

Fair to poor: low fluency; ideas not well connected; logical
sequencing and development lacking

Very poor: ideas not communicated; organization lacking, or not
enough to rate

Excellent to very good: accurate use of relatively complex
structures; few errors in agreement, number, tense, word order,
articles, pronouns, prepositions
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18-21

11-17

5-10

Vocabulary

18-20

14-17

10-13

7-9

Mechanics

5

69

Good to average: simple constructions used effectively; some
problems in use of complex constructions; errors in agreement,
number, tense, word order, articles, pronouns, prepositions

Fair to poor: significant defects in use of complex constructions;
frequent errors in agreement, number, tense, negation, word order,
articles, pronouns, prepositions; fragments and deletions; lack of
accuracy interferes with meaning

Very poor: no mastery of simple sentence construction; text
dominated by errors; does not communicate, or not enough to rate

Excellent to very good: complex range; accurate word/idiom
choice; mastery of word forms; appropriate register

Good to average: adequate range; errors of word/idiom choice;
effective transmission of meaning

Fair to poor: limited range; frequent word/idiom errors;
inappropriate choice, usage; meaning not effectively
communicated

Very poor: translation-based errors; little knowledge of target
language vocabulary, or not enough to rate

Excellent to very good: masters conventions of spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, paragraph indentation, etc

Good to average: occasional errors in spelling, punctuation,
capitalization, paragraph indentation, etc.,

which do not interfere with meaning

Fair to poor: frequent spelling, punctuation, capitalization,
paragraphing errors; meaning disrupted by formal problems

Very poor: no mastery of conventions due to frequency of
mechanical errors, or not enough to rate

Source: Hedgcock, J., & Lefkowitz, N. (1992). Collaborative oral/aural revision in
foreign language writing instruction. Journal of Second Language Writing, 1(3),

275-276.



Appendix B

Proofreading Marks of the Most Common Errors in Writing

Proofreaders’ Marks

OPERATIONAL SIGNS
Delete
Close up; delete space

Delete and close up (use only when
deleting letters within a word)

S
. Let it stand

Insert space
@ Make space between words equal;
make space between lines equal
w Insert hair space

Letterspace

Begin new paragraph

Move right
Move left
Center
Move up
Move down
Flush left

Flush right

@@ 1 B 0*Q

Straighten type; align horizontally

—_—
—

Align vertically
Transpose

Spell out

@D

{[¥ o

TYPOGRAPHICAL SIGNS

Set in italic type

Set in roman type
@ Set in boldface type
Set in lowercase

Set in capital letters
@ Set in small capitals

Wrong font; set in correct type
X Check type image; remove blemish
\/ Insert here or make superscript

/\ Insert here or make subscript

Indent type one em from left or right

PUNCTUATION MARKS
Z\  Insert comma

v .& Insert apostrophe or single
quotation mark

e 1 .
s\ Insert quotation marks
Insert period

@ ? Insert question mark

: l Insert semicolon

2 oort ’ I 1

7 or nsert colon
= Insert hyphen
M
— Insert em dash
H

Insert en dash

(I ) Insert parentheses
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Appendix C

Survey of Students’ Attitudes and Perceptions of Dynamic Written Corrective
Feedback

Dear Students,
Thank you for your cooperation in this study.

In order to benefit more from this study about dynamic written corrective feedback
(DWCF), you are strongly encouraged to answer the following questions about your
perceptions and experience of applying DWCF in your writing. You are asked to share
your feedback about DWCF honestly as your answers will be used for research
purposes. Your participation in the survey is voluntary and it will not affect your
grades in any way, and your answers will remain anonymous to everyone, including
your teacher. You can write as much as you can.

1. What was your view or perception of DWCF before applying it? Did DWCF
affect your writing skill? How?

2. What was your favorite part in DWCF that you found most interesting? Why?

3. Inyour opinion, what was the easiest part of DWCF? Why?

4. Inyour opinion, what was the most difficult part of DWCF? Why?

5. What was your view or perception of DWCF after applying it?
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6. Did DWCF have any effect (positive or negative) on your other language skills
(e.g., speaking, reading, listening)? Please specify.

7. Do you like to continue applying DWCF in the future? Why?

The survey was adapted from: Shehadeh, A. (2011). Effects and student perceptions
of collaborative writing in L2. Journal of Second Language Writing, 20(4), 286-305.
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Appendix D

Pretest sample essay 1: Control Group (Student 1)

(Descriptive Essay)

Write an essay (15 lines): Write about Yourself. Describe your family. Describe the
place that you live in. Describe your personality. Describe the things you like and

dislike. Describe your future plans.
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Pretest sample essay 2: Experimental Group (Student 2)

(Descriptive Essay)

Write an essay (15 lines): Write about Yourself. Describe your family. Describe
the place that you live in. Describe your personality. Describe the things you like

and dislike. Describe your future plans.
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Posttest sample essay 2: Control Group (Student 1)

(Persuasive Essay)

Write an essay (15 lines): Cell phones should never be used in school. Why shouldn’t
you have your cell phone in school? What are the negative effects of having phones in
schools? What are the reasons beyond banding cell phones in schools? Can cell

phones affect your study?
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(Persuasive Essay)

Write an essay (15 lines): Cell phones should never be used in school. Why
shouldn’t you have your cell phone in school? What are the negative effects of
having phones in schools? What are the reasons beyond banding cell phones in

schools? Can cell phones affect your study?
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Letter of Permission
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
AND KNOWLEDGE

Date:11/03/2019

11/03/2019 : &4

To:Private Schools Principals
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Subject : Letter Of Permission
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Dear Principals,
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The Department of Education and
Knowlegde would like to express its
gratitude for your generous efforts and
sincere cooperation in serving our dear
researchers.
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You are kindly requested to allow the
researcher /iwgdl £ ), to complete his
research on:

The Impact of Dynamic
Written Corrective
Feedback on UAE EFL
learners' Accuracy
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The Impact of Dynamic
Written Corrective
Feedback on UAE EFL
learners' Accuracy

Please indicate your approval of this
permission by facilitating her meetings
with the sample groups at your resoected
schools.

Helmy Seada on 02/6150140

Thank you four ur cooperation.
Sincerely yours,
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