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The Civil Liability Relating to Autonomous Vehicles under UAE
Law: The Legal Framework (Analytical study)

Abstract

Adopting artificial intelligence, particularly in operating vehicles requires a
particular attention. The technical complexities of artificial intelligence that
Autonomous vehicles is not like that of regular vehicles. Unlike conventional vehicles
that operate by the complete control of the operator, Autonomous vehicles enjoy a very
high level of operational autonomy. The autonomy of Autonomous vehicles generates
a wide array of legal controversies that were never present before. Those controversies
need proper answers and solutions in order to minimize risks, preserve the
environment, and reduce traffic risks and challenges. The possibility of accidents
remains however possible. Therefore, there is a need to determine the liabilities of the

parties involved in accidents that result from operating Autonomous vehicles.

The primary issue regarding the liability relating to Autonomous vehicles is to
determine the party who should carry the liability for the damages. This question is of
utmost importance particularly if more than one party is involved. Likewise, whether
such liability falls under the umbrella of the general liability rules of civil law or
whether it can be or should be governed by other set of specific rules. This research
comparatively analyzes the liability that results from damages that Autonomous
vehicles cause. More specifically, the research explores whether conventional legal
theories of civil liability are applicable in the torts caused by Autonomous vehicles.
The research concludes that Autonomous vehicles should primarily be governed by
the general rules of civil liability embodied in the Civil Code of the United Arab

Emirates only after reviewing other relevant laws.

Keywords: Autonomous vehicles, Civil liability, Autonomous vehicle producer,

Autonomous vehicle operator.
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26Bienzeisler, J., & Cousin, C., & Deschamps, V., & Eberle U., & Feldle, J., & Gail, J., & Hilgendrof,
E., & Hoeffler, M., & Hotitzsch, S., & Moritz-Kokot, N., & Page, Y., & Tango, F. (2017), Legal aspect
on automated driving, AdaptlVe automated driving applications and technologies for intelligent
vehicles, Germany.P.83. http://www.adaptive-ip.eu.
YCzarnecki, K. (2017). English translation of the German road traffic act amendment regulating the use
of motor vehicles with highly or fully automated driving function2017website
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320813344 English Translation of the German Road Tra
ffic Act Amendment Regulating the Use of Motor Vehicles with Highly or Fully Automated
Driving Function_from July 17 2017 Retrieved 16 October 2019
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1 a(1) “Motor vehicles with highly or fully automated driving function within the meaning of this act
are those which have technical equipment which 1 is able to perform, after activation, the driving task-
including longitudinal and lateral control- for the respective motor vehicle( vehicle control),2 is able to
comply with the traffic regulation applicable to the vehicle driving task during highly automated or fully
automated driving,3 can be manually overridden or deactivated by the driver at any time,4 is able to
recognize the necessity of manual vehicle control by the driver, 5 is able to visually, acoustically,
tactilely or otherwise perceivably notify the vehicle driver of the requirement to pass vehicle control to
the driver with sufficient reserve of time ahead of passing control, and 6 notifies of use that is contrary
to the system description."”
Bienzeisler, J., & Cousin, C., & Deschamps, V., & Eberle U., & Feldle, J., & Gail, J., & Hilgendrof,
E., & Hoeffler, M., & Hotitzsch, S., & Moritz-Kokot, N., & Page, Y., & Tango, F. Supra note (27). P.
89
3Bienczeisler, J., & Cousin, C., & Deschamps, V., & Eberle U., & Feldle, J., & Gail, J., & Hilgendrof,
E., & Hoeffler, M., & Hotitzsch, S., & Moritz-Kokot, N., & Page, Y., & Tango, F. Ibid. P. 89
31James M., & Nidhi, K., & Karlyn, D., & Sorensen, P., & Constantine, S., & Tobi, A. (2019).
Autonomous Vehicle Technology. P. 3. Retrieved 16 October 2019, from
https://books.google.ae/books?hl=ar&lr=&id=y0WrAgA AQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dg=autonomous
+vehicle+technology+a+guide+for+policymakers&ots=-
7L8a80DQJ&sig=xxYMmiAPMBSIAPz4FZBwL43rhhw&redir _esc=y#v=onepage&q=autonomous
%?20vehicle%20technology%20a%20guide%20for%20policymakers& f=false

Aliisall CLS jally Gleial) daadlly LS jall balag 43Y 5 () 58 (a geai 8 ola LaSH2
Nevada revised statutes chapter482A- Autonomous vehicles. NRS 482A.030 “Autonomous vehicle”
defined. “Autonomous vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is equipped with an automated driving
system which is designed to function at a level of driving automation of level 3, 4 or 5 pursuant to SAE
J3016. The term includes a fully autonomous vehicle”. NRS 482A.036 “Fully autonomous vehicle”
defined. “Fully autonomous vehicle” means a vehicle equipped with an automated driving system
which is designed to function at a level of driving automation of level 4 or 5 pursuant to SAE J3016.
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-482 A .html
3SAE refers to (society of automotive engineers) see:
https://www.standardsportal.org/usa_en/sdo/sae.aspx. Retrieved 16 October 2019


https://books.google.ae/books?hl=ar&lr=&id=y0WrAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=autonomous+vehicle+technology+a+guide+for+policymakers&ots=-7L8a8ODQJ&sig=xxYMmiAPMBSIAPz4FZBwL43rhhw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=autonomous%20vehicle%20technology%20a%20guide%20for%20policymakers&f=false
https://books.google.ae/books?hl=ar&lr=&id=y0WrAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=autonomous+vehicle+technology+a+guide+for+policymakers&ots=-7L8a8ODQJ&sig=xxYMmiAPMBSIAPz4FZBwL43rhhw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=autonomous%20vehicle%20technology%20a%20guide%20for%20policymakers&f=false
https://books.google.ae/books?hl=ar&lr=&id=y0WrAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=autonomous+vehicle+technology+a+guide+for+policymakers&ots=-7L8a8ODQJ&sig=xxYMmiAPMBSIAPz4FZBwL43rhhw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=autonomous%20vehicle%20technology%20a%20guide%20for%20policymakers&f=false
https://books.google.ae/books?hl=ar&lr=&id=y0WrAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=autonomous+vehicle+technology+a+guide+for+policymakers&ots=-7L8a8ODQJ&sig=xxYMmiAPMBSIAPz4FZBwL43rhhw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=autonomous%20vehicle%20technology%20a%20guide%20for%20policymakers&f=false
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-482A.html
https://www.standardsportal.org/usa_en/sdo/sae.aspx
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1 a(1) “Motor vehicles with highly or fully automated driving function within the meaning of this act
are those which have technical equipment which 1 is able to perform, after activation, the driving task-
including longitudinal and lateral control- for the respective motor vehicle( vehicle control),2 is able to
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comply with the traffic regulation applicable to the vehicle driving task during highly automated or fully
automated driving,3 can be manually overridden or deactivated by the driver at any time,4 is able to
recognize the necessity of manual vehicle control by the driver, 5 is able to visually, acoustically,
tactilely or otherwise perceivably notify the vehicle driver of the requirement to pass vehicle control to
the driver with sufficient reserve of time ahead of passing control, and 6 notifies of use that is contrary
to the system description.”

S499NRS 482A.025 “Automated driving system” defined. “Automated driving system” has the
meaning ascribed to it in SAE J3016.

NRS 482A.030 “Autonomous vehicle” defined. “Autonomous vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is
equipped with an automated driving system which is designed to function at a level of driving
automation of level 3, 4 or 5 pursuant to SAE J3016. The term includes a fully autonomous vehicle.
NRS 482A.036 “Fully autonomous vehicle” defined. “Fully autonomous vehicle” means a vehicle
equipped with an automated driving system which is designed to function at a level of driving
automation of level 4 or 5 pursuant to SAE J3016."

NRS: CHAPTER 482A - AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES. (2022). Retrieved 11 January 2022, from
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-482 A . html#NRS482ASec100
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