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Historical analysis of the first planning practice for the roads of Basra city in
1917
Armin Sarkis Khosrof Markaryan
Irag¢ College of engineering« Architecture Department<University of Basrah
armen.kosrof@uobasrah.edu.ig

Abstract: The means of transportation in different cities are diverse, including
water transportation, which is represented by sea and river transportation, air
transportation, and land transportation, the latter of which represents one of the
most popular methods in most cities. Since these methods require infrastructure,
the importance of roads in land transportation has emerged as the arteries
connecting parts of cities, and they are not just means of transportation, but rather
this characteristic extends to possessing spatial characteristics and features over
time. For this reason, the research addressed roads in general, and after criticizing
previous studies and proposals, it became clear that there was a knowledge
deficiency represented in the absence of an architectural study specialized in
planning the roads of the city of Basra for the year 1917¢ as it was the first
planning practice for planning the city’s roads, in particular, and for Iraq in
general, as this planning is of historical importance for planners and those
interested in the history of the city, and the impact of the British forces on the city
itself. The aim of the research was to clarify the planning of the city’s streets for
the areas (currently Old Basra, Al-Ashar, and Al-Magal, as these three areas are
the basic urban nucleus of the current city of Basra), and to distinguish their
different types that were classified by the British forces and given distinctive
names, and to state their types and importance for the city, arriving at the
conclusions specific to the research.

Keywords: Basra¢ Al-Ashar« Margilc roadss planning.
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