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TOWARDS AFFORDABLE AND SUSTAINABLE HOUSING:
A PROPOSAL TO ADAPT THE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
IN THE TRANSITIONAL PHASE IN KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

Abstract

Movement towards affordable and sustainable housing must take into account the institutional framework as a main
executor of transition, especially in the transitional phase from the usual (prevailing) housing development to
affordable and sustainable housing. The research aims to develop an integrated view of institutional framework
adaptation in the transitional phase to affordable and sustainable housing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including
the roles of all actors (government, private, civil society, and scientific research).

This study passed through three basic stages; in the first stage, on a literature review to define the roles of housing
actors and ways of involve them in the transition process, as well as a set of alternatives that ensure institutional
adaptation and unify efforts to transit to affordable and sustainable housing. In the second phase, a review and analysis
of the ability of the current institutional framework to carried out the transition to affordable and sustainable housing.
In third stage by surveying the opinions of specialists in the field of housing using an online questionnaire, Identify
potential actors in developing affordable and sustainable housing (from: government agencies, private entities,
research bodies, and civil society institutions), and determine the average impact of those actors. Finally, proposing
changes to the institutional framework to adapt with transitional phase requirements.

The paper found that, the inability of the current institutional framework to be the adopter of the transition process,
and concluded with a set of recommendations to develop the institutional framework to be able to adopt the transition
to affordable and sustainable housing.

Key words: Affordable and Sustainable Housing, Institutional Adjustment, Transition, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia
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