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Criminal Confrontation of Contempt of Religions in UAE Law
(Under Federal Legal Decree No. 2 of 2015 on Combating
Discrimination and Hatred)

Abstract

This thesis deals with the crimes of contempt of religions stipulated in Article (4) of
Decree Law No. (2) of 2015 on combating discrimination and hatred. It explains
insult, challenge or prejudice the divine self, offend any religion, or infringe on any
of the heavenly books by misrepresentation, destruction, desecration or abuse in any
way, encroachment on one of the prophets or apostles, their wives, gods or
companions, or vandalism, destruction or desecration of places of worship,

cemeteries, tombs, annexes or any of its contents.

The offense of contempt and contempt of religions is one of the most serious crimes
committed by various media, which is against the sanctity of the heavenly religions
and affects the religion and belief of individuals. This prompted the UAE legislator
to intervene quickly and give the necessary criminal protection to the Islamic religion
and to all religions and beliefs, and to guarantee the freedom of individuals to

practice their rituals, means and ways of expression.

Thus, this law is a pre-emptive and preventive measure against the efforts
surrounding the state and the arab world. In addition, it attempts and plans to foment
strife and divisions among peoples, and incites hatred and contempt of others. The
adoption of this law gave the UAE a legislative precedent on all countries of the
world, in the face of crimes of discrimination and hatred. The UAE is one of the
countries who characterized the leadership and people by tolerance and coexistence,
and aimed to reject all forms of discrimination and sedition that differentiate and
destabilize citizens and residents alike. The culture of tolerance and rejection of
hatred are inherent in the Emirati people.

The research dealt mainly with the regulation decided by the legislator for this type

of crime. In view of the multiplicity and diversity of topics addressed in this law of



iX

contempt of religions, discrimination and hate speech, the research is limited to the
crime of contempt of religions, indicating the legal structure and the criminal section
prescribed for them. Moreover, it addressed the definition of religions, contempt of

religions and freedom of opinion and expression. The research concluded the most

important findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Religions, freedom of opinion and expression, contempt of religions,
Decree-Law No. 2 of 2015 on combating discrimination and hatred.
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